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The RNA Hon Chaplain, 
our friend the Venerable 
Ian Wheatley CB QHC 
leading his final service 
at Conference in the 
Irish Maritime Museum – 
which at one point was 
the Royal Navy’s 
Church in Ireland! 
 
The structure behind Ian 
is a decommissioned 
lighthouse lens. 
 
Not the Holy Spirit 
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Dear Shipmates,
 
Welcome to the July Semaphore Circular.   I’m sitting in Semaphore Tower in 28-degree warmth 
with the sea breeze blowing reflecting on a busy and wonderful few weeks.  The Queen Elizabeth 
has returned from her recent sea trials weeks and is now giving leave before deploying later in 
the summer to the USA and embarking the F35s for the first time – leading to a full work up of 
fixed wing capability. 
 
We had a terrific Conference in Dublin and I hope you 
enjoy my report in the Circ.  A huge BZ to Dublin Branch 
for hosting a VG Conference with very high-rank VIP for 
our keynote speech, even arranging the Irish Navy’s 
Flagship, the LE Ethne to do a ship’s visit just for our 
Conference – and for the lovely Irish dancers at the Gala 
Dinner. 
 
It is a time of saying farewell to good friends –  Ian 
Wheatley our wonderful Chaplain of the Fleet and Ray 
Barraclough our Hon Tres for the last 30 years.  Welcoming 
new friends – S/M Ian Irvin who is taking over as our Hon 

Tres and new NCM Stewart MacLean (3 Area) and 
Arthur Gutteridge (4 Area).  Delegates and Shipmates 
were able to meet Captain Bill Oliphant RN who 
arrives in November to start handover from Paul 
Quinn, who leaves on Christmas leave and draft on 21 
December. 
 
You will see the fantastic Branch news section this 
month is bulging with what branches have been up to, 
and I know that next month will see a bumper report 
from all the Armed Forces Day activities that have 

been going on, all around the country.  Please share your 
story with the whole RNA. 

 
We have some encouraging news too: 
 

• The Lamp Light of Peace is being placed into the care of the RNA from 4 August to 29 
August in the last 100 days run up to the centenary of the 1WW Armistice (on Sunday 11 
November).  We would like an honour guard of Shipmates in the Historic Dockyard to 
welcome the Lamplight on Sunday 5 August.  

• The NC has appointed Shipmate Gareth Booth as the Branch Recruitment and Retention 
Advisor (BRRA), he lives in 7 Area and is coming in soon for his induction brief. 

• The NC has approved the establishment of the Riders Branch, the first non-territorial 
branch in the RNA.  The Riders Branch will be just as much of a branch with the ability to 
have a standard, delegate at Conference etc.  This opens the way for other Special 
interest groups to be established either as branches, or not.  If you want to learn more, 
please give the GS a call. 

• The Branch and Club Support Fund is going well with almost £3,000 granted out to 
branches.  There are no forms required, just a simple email or letter (if you are not on line 
– like Fleetwood branch who enjoyed at £250 grant to decorating their meeting room).  A 
nice article in Branch News about a branch using the grant to buy a Gazebo.  So, contact 

 

LE Ethne our Flagship for the Conference 

 

The National Council go dancing in Dublin 



the GS – just brief details about what the grant is for.  My record is approval in 8 minutes!  
The Fund’s income is from the excess of Pooled Fares (if any) and decommissioned 
branches (10 years on) – so should go back to branches in the shape of a minor grant of 
up to £250.  Larger grants are possible through your NCM. 

 
Also, some important business: 
 

• The NC is looking to co-opt a fourth member of the Standing Orders Committee.  If you 
are interested, please contact GS.  The SOC are responsible for the Governance issues of 
Conference and are vital to protect and defend the democratic systems we have. 

• We do not, currently, have DNCM for 1, 4 or 5 Areas.  The NC is seeking nominations 
from those Areas by 3 September 18.  The form is at the back of the Circ please.  
Otherwise an email to the GS who can explain the duties and send the form on to you. 

• Please note that the Conference minutes have been produced and can be found at 
https://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/members/downloads/the-annual-rna-
conferenece/ 

• The Main Conference Motions have been passed and have now been sent to the Privy 
Council for approval. 

• We are hoping to write a history of the RNA and would be grateful for any info that you 
have, particularly for the early days and the transition from the Old Comrades Association. 

 
Finally, following a review of our digital presence, we have appointed Mike Gray (ex-editor of 
Navy News) as out Digital Communications Manager.  Suzanne has now finished her contract -
so Mike will be your Contact for the Website, FaceBook, etc. 
 
We are now entering the summer leave period 
with Nigel off on Cadet leadership training 
courses all over the country and routine summer 
leave for the rest of Central Office staff.  Please 
be patient if we are a little slower in answering 
the phones or getting back to you on your other 
questions.  Michelle should be back from her 
leave by 9 July. 
 

Best of wishes from the 
Central Office Staff 
 
Yours as ever  
      
Paul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who knew that our National Standard Bearer and Ceremonial 
Advisor had such an interest in traditional Irish music? 
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1. Conference Report 2018 – Dun Laoghaire   
 
Our thanks go to the General Secretary for filing this comprehensive report on Conference 2018.  
 
I am delighted to report that we have just had a wonderful Conference in Dublin in the port of Dun 
Laoghaire at the estuary of the River Liffey. 
 
Shipmates started to arrive on Thursday taking the excellent 703 Airbus directly from the airport 
to the front door of the Royal Marine Hotel.  Many shipmates found alternative accommodation – 
but we all found the Wetherspoons with drinks at half price! 
The National Council had its various meetings in the 
sumptuous Royal Irish Yacht Club during Friday – 
with great business done – including welcoming the 
Riders Branch as the newest Branch of the RNA.   
 
We gathered in Hardy’s Bar in the Royal Marine for 
our meet and greet – with some migrating to Bar #2 in 
Wetherspoons.  It was great to see a good turnout. 
Conference Day started bright and early with the 
usual Central Office ‘Both Watches’ to review the 
arrangements for the big day.  Fortunately, we had 
been able to get the Conference room ready during 
Friday.  We had use of the ‘Carlyle Suite’ which had a wonderful view of the harbour, and the 
Flagship of the Irish Navy, LE Ethne, which was visiting in support of the RNA Conference – and 
open to visitors during the day.  I am pleased to report that we had 58 registered delegates for 
the Conference. Queen Victoria once enjoyed an 18-course breakfast at the Royal Marine, with 
our sound engineer Lyndon Ford doing his best to try and equal that feat!   

 
Conference started bang on time with the RNA National 
Standard and the National Standard of the Irish Naval 
Association being marched on.  The Conference opening 
prayers were said by Ven Ian Wheatley QHC, the Chaplain of 
the Fleet. After making humorous remarks at the expense of our 
friends in the RAF, he reminded us that looking after each other 
and being all of one company was what the RNA is all about, 
and that we should bear this in mind; and led us in prayer.  He 
led us in remembering Shipmates who crossed the bar and NCM 
Peter Reed in Particular. 

 
After GS read the letter of Patronal greetings from Her Majesty, 
the Conference was opened by Senator Neale Richmond from 
the Irish Senate.  His remarks included: 

• A brief history of the port of Dun Laoghaire and its close 

connection to the Royal Navy. 

• He recommended a walk on the pier and a Teddy’s ice 

cream! 

• He warmly reflected that after Brexit that Ireland will be the 

UK’s closest friend in Europe and perhaps in the world 

• There are record number of Irish citizens serving in the UK 

Armed Forces. 

 

 

 



 
The NP then welcomed Vice Admiral Mark Mellett DSM PhD FNI, 
Chief of Defence, Irish Defence Forces.  NP noted that Adm Mellett 
had commanded 3 ships, and had transformed the Irish Navy into a 
smart and responsive force.  Vice Admiral Mellett addressed 
conference, his key points were: 
 

• His theme was  ‘No man is an island’. 

• Defence Forces underpins civil society and protects it and its 
interests.  We have a volatile world around us and a history of 
60 years of Irish commitment to peacekeeping and 70,000 
rotations of duty.  87 soldiers have given their lives for international peace. 

• Linkage RNA/INA typifies the way that we should work together. 

• Leadership is the key to encourage collaboration together.  No strength without unity! 
 
NP thanked VAdm Mellett for his thought provoking speech, 
and presented a decanter of rum to Senator Richmond and 
Admiral Mellett. He then moved on to his Annual address:  
key points are: 

• A big thanks to Chaplain of the Fleet, Dublin Branch. 

• A BZ to Ray Barrclough, standing down after 30 
years as Hon Treasurer. 

• A relection on Paul Quinn’s time as General Secretary and a welcome to his successor, 
Capt Bill Oliphant who takes over in December. 

• Delighted to announce the award of the BEM to Shipmate Ivan Hunter for his national 
contribution as NCBA and Chair SOC. 

• Sorrow at the passing of 3 NCM, Dick Ascott, Paul Harries and Peter Reed. 

• Success of Project Semaphore, LIBOR buses, on-line clothing, Minor grants from the 
Branch Support Fund, better investment return, CONA and the new Charter with the RN. 

 
The prizes for recruiting were awarded to: 
 
Sword of Honour     3 Area  
Briggs Dirk      Reigate  
Brigg’s Rose Bowl     Coventry 
Tasker Bowl      9 Area  
Overseas Certificate for larger branches      Torrevieja 
Overseas Certificate for smaller branches     Jersey 
 
Shipmate Ivan Hunter BEM, as Chair SOC announced the results of the NCM and DNCM 
elections 

 
  NCM                 DNCM 

1 M Foley    No Nomination 
3 S Maclean                                  R Pullen 
4 A Gutteridge    No nomination 
5 J Hammond    No Nomination 
10 D Wright    S Simmons 
12 P Stephenson   R Buchannan 
8          -                                                G Barbrook    

 
 

 

 

 



S/M Ray Barraclough then presented the Accounts to Conference, for the last time after 30 
years.  The details are in the annual accounts, but the key points were: 
 

• Reserves increased by 7%, due to high level of legacy and good investment returns. 

• The increased subscriptions had led to better balance in 
the accounts. 

• Investments increased under the RNRMC Custodian 
arrangement.  

• Very good cost control of expenses. 

• The independent examination saves £4k over an audit. 
He summarised that the RNA had seen a sound financial 
performance with a good legacy return and tight control by the 
GS and NC. 
 
The National Chair, S/M Keith Ridley made the annual report of the NC to Conference.  Key 
points were: 
 

• Thanks to Dublin Branch for hosting the Conference and BZ to Nick Purkis and Paul 
Stephenson.  

• Welcomed Bill Oliphant to the RNA. 

• Reflected on the success of the Central Office Open Days and Phase 1 mentoring by the 
Plymouth Area branches and the Culture and Values sessions for 
Phase 2 sailors. 

• That it is a branch responsibility to recruit and if 25% of 
members, got one person to join, we’d increase by 3,500. A 
branch recruitment advisor (S/M Gareth Booth) has just been 
appointed to help. 

• He reported a superb Biennial Parade, the RN’s massed 
volunteer bands and reps from Belgium and Ireland. 

• Congratulated Bob Coburn on winning the Standard Bearers 
Competition and the success of the novices comp. 

• Gave a BZ to Rita Lock for an excellent Welfare Seminar. 

• Sought support for a final push on Jutland Wood.  Planting event 
in the New Year. 

• The appointment of Mike Gray as our digital Guru. 
 
He then took Conference through the discussions held at NC regarding the arrangements for 
Conference, required by a motion last year.  The AMC had come up with an idea of a reunion 
every other year and an annual AGM. The NC were split on the idea and wanted the mood of 
Conference on the issue.  The proposal met with universal thumbs down from all the delegates 
and the idea will be dropped.  After a presentation on Project Semaphore the Conference moved 
to the motions.   
Results as follows:  

NC motion 1 and 2 – To recognise holders of the 
Merchant Navy Veterans Badge as full members – 
Passed. 
NC motion 3 – To establish Special Interest and Social 
Groups – Passed. 
NC Motion 4 -  To allow payment of expenses and 
honoraria – Passed 
Branch motion 1 – To hold the 2020 Conference in 
Liverpool – Passed 

 

 

 



Branch Motion 2 – To have a study to examine central control of membership.  Passed. 
        

The results of the Conference Raffle were announced 
1st -     Mawhinney - Bloxwich 
2nd -             Michael Payne Ramsey Essex 
3rd -            Skegness RNA 
4th  -               Mike Pomeroy - Blackwater: 

 
With the Conference finishing at lunchtime, many Shipmates took the opportunity to visit the LE 
Ethne berthed close by.  All were impressed by the friendliness of the Ship’s company and the 
immaculate turn out of the ship, despite being over 30 years 
old.  It was very interesting to learn of the work she had done 
pulling migrants out of the Mediterranean. 
 
The Executive Officer joined over 200 Shipmates at the Gala 
Dinner on Saturday night in the Hotel.  The room looked 
beautiful with a table raffle provided by Dublin Branch.  We 
were privileged to have as guests the British Ambassador and 
the Defence Attaché, as well as chums from the INA. 

 
We enjoyed a talented Irish Harpist over our delicious meal.  
Dublin then sprang a lovely surprise with an unexpected 
performance of Irish ‘River dance’ by a local dancing school. An 
extremely high standard with 4 younger dancers dressed in 
traditional dress and 3 older dancers who impressed with 
dazzling footwork.  Presentations were made to Ray Barraclough, 
Maureen Quinn and Rev Ian Wheatley as they leave us.  The NP 
read a letter of congratulations and thanks from the First Sea 

Lord for Paul Quinn’s contribution to the RNA over 8 years.  Dancing went on to the small hours 
as evidenced by this picture of Central Office staff joining Shipmates on the dance floor. 
 
The Sunday Service was held in the next door Irish Maritime 
Museum, once the Church of the Royal Navy in Ireland.  There 
was a good turnout of standards and a high standard of drill, 
led by S/M Mick Kieran.  The Rev Ian Wheatley took the 
Service and gave a really inspiring sermon on the theme of 

‘Greater love has no man, 
than to lay down his life 
for his friends’.   
 
Drawing a comparison 
between the gallantry of the Zeebrugge Raid and the work 
of the RNA.   
The National President gave his end of Conference stirring 
speech, with the 
naughty GS and CoF 

starting the enormous lighthouse lens rotating as he started! 
 
Some shipmates completed their Irish experience with a 
visit to the Guinness Storehouse!  Details of the trip are 
somewhat hazy! 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 



2. RNVC Series – Rear Admiral Anthony Cecil Chapel Miers VC KBE CB DSO and Bar 

Royal Navy      

 

‘Crap’ Miers was born on 11 November 1906 in 
Inverness.  He was educated at Wellington College 
prior to joining the Royal Navy as a special entry 
cadet.  He volunteered for the Submarine Service in 
1929.   He was given Command of HM Submarine 
Torbay in November 1940.  
 
Under his Command HMS Torbay successfully 
carried out nine patrols.  On the 04 March 1942 the 
Boat was off the Greek coast when Miers sighted a 
northbound convoy of four troopships entering the 
South Corfu Channel and since they had been too far distant for him to attack initially, he decided 
to follow in the hope of catching them in Corfu Harbour. During the night 4/5 March, Torbay 
approached undetected up the channel and remained on the surface charging her battery. The 
convoy passed straight through the channel but on the morning of the 5th March, in glassy sea 
conditions, Miers successfully attacked two store ships present in the roadstead and then brought 
Torbay safely back to the open sea. The Boat endured 40 depth charges and had been in closely 
patrolled enemy waters for seventeen hours and as a result was awarded the VC. 
 

The citation in the London Gazette read: 

Lieutenant Commander Anthony Cecil Chapel Miers DSO Royal Navy 

For valour in command of H.M. Submarine Torbay in a 
daring and successful raid on shipping in a defended 
enemy harbour, planned with full knowledge of the great 
hazards to be expected during seventeen hours in waters 
closely patrolled by the enemy. On arriving in the harbour 
he had to charge his batteries lying on the surface in full 
moonlight, under the guns of the enemy. As he could not 
see his target he waited several hours and attacked in full 
daylight in a glassy calm sea. When he had fired his 
torpedoes, he was heavily 'counter-attacked and had to 
withdraw through a long channel with anti-submarine craft 
all round and continuous air patrols overhead.  

Crap Miers continues to serve in the RN after the war and was promoted to Rear Admiral in 
1956.  He crossed the bar in 1985 and returned home to Inverness where he is buried in 
Tomnahurich Cemetery his VC is on display at the Imperial War Museum, London.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



3.  White Ensign at Funerals  - Regulations   
 
Shipmates should be aware that official confirmation has been 
received concerning when it is appropriate to dress a coffin with a 
White Ensign. 
 
Mr Paul Burrows-Gibson who is employed by Veterans Bereavement 
Support wrote to the MOD requesting clarification of the rules after he 
recognised that there was a great deal of confusion about this issue 
amongst Shipmates.  The letter providing the response from the MOD can be found at the rear of 
this edition. 
 
In summary, White Ensigns can be used at any private funeral ie not publicly funded (paid) for by 
the Government. In that case only Union Flags may be used. 
 
 
4. BRRA – Branch Recruiting and Retention Advisor Appointment  
 
The National Council have appointed Shipmate Gareth Booth as the Branch Recruiting and 
Retention Advisor (BRRA). 
 
S/M Gareth joined the Royal Navy as RO(SM) in October 1988.  He served in HMS Spartan, 
HMS Ocelot, HMS Otter and HMS Unseen. He then transferred branch to Communications 
Technician serving in HMS Coventry, HMS Cumberland, Northwood and JSSU Cyprus where he 
also acted as the liaison between the RNA and the Military personnel in the area.    
 
Gareth left the RN in October 2011 as a CPOCT having served 23 years. Currently he is the 
Chairman of the Merthyr Tydfil Branch of the RNA and is very pleased to have recently been 
appointed as the Branch Recruitment and Retention Advisor and looking forward to getting ‘stuck 
in’ to the role.  S/M Gareth will report directly to the AMC. He is married with 3 adult children and 
lives in Neath, South Wales. 
 
5. Joke Time  –  Talking Centipede  
 
A single guy decided life would be more fun if he had a pet. So, he went to the pet store and told 
the owner hat he wanted to buy an unusual pet. 
 
After some discussion, he finally bought a talking centipede, which came in a little white box to 
use for his house.  He took the box back home, found a good spot for the box, and decided he 
would start off by taking his new pet to the pub for a drink with 
him. 
 
So he asked the centipede in the box, "Would you like to go down 
the pub with me today? We will have a good time." But there was 
no answer from his new pet.  This bothered him a bit, but he 
waited a few minutes and then asked again,"How about going 
down the pub with me ?" 
 
But again, there was no answer from his new friend and pet.  
So he waited a few minutes more, thinking about the situation. The guy decided to invite the 
centipede one last time. 
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This time he put his face up against the centipede ' s box and shouted, "Hey, in there! Would you 
like to go to the pub with me? ..................... 
 
Wait for it ……………….. 
 
This time, a little voice came out of the box, ''I heard you the first time! I 'm putting my shoes on!" 
 
 

6. Finance Corner 

Dear Shipmates, 
 

It was lovely to meet and chat to so many of you Shipmates at 
Conference, I do hope you all got back home safe and sound. 
 

Delegate Travel Expenses 

RNA Trustees agreed a Conference subsidy for Delegates travel of 

at least £100, Overall pot agreed allocated was £7,500. 

After working out the calculations we are pleased to announce that 

each Delegate will receive £110.00 towards their Expense claim form. 

Travel to Conference under the Pooled Fare scheme is from Home to port of UK embarkation.  

Unfortunately, you cannot claim travel for flights or ferry to Dublin also from Dublin to the hotel.  

Hopefully the Conference subsidy will fill all or most of the gap. 

 

Delegates please note – Deadline for expense claim forms is 31 July 2018 

 

RNA Clothing  

Shipmates – we have a supplier called RLP Embroidery, who are now supplying our RNA men’s 

and ladies clothing.  I have had quite a few inquiries regarding Blazer Jackets that Shipmates find 

it quite hard to purchase a Blazer.  Well Shipmates, look no further, because RLP are about to 

stock Blazers in all sizes for Men and Ladies.     

Please, have a look at their professional website www.rlpembroidery.co.uk 

All orders and payment must go direct to Ray at RLP – information found on his website.  

 

Termly Accounts 

We are producing Branch Termly accounts (Statements & Invoices) which should be with you 

now if not very soon.  If you haven’t received yours, it will be sent on 9 July 2018 

 

I am now away on annual leave on a well-deserved holiday, 

relaxing away from my lovely Boss!!! This picture was taken 

on the Dublin Riviera two weeks ago.  

Yours Aye 

Michelle 

 

 

 

http://www.rlpembroidery.co.uk/


7.  Charity Donations  
 
Central Charities        

RNA – Rayleigh       £10.00     

 
Naval Service Memorial 

S/M K Ridley        £34.30 

 

In memory of the late 

Elizabeth Millns       £25.00 

William J Harrison       £84.00 

 
8. National Museum for the Royal Navy – Tattoo Dits  
 
National Museum launches appeal to serving personnel and veterans for stories behind 
their tattoos 

The National Museum are canvassing the Naval Service in support of an exhibition on a national 
tour which has been curated by the National Maritime Museum Cornwall and will also be included 
as part of the interactive part of Tattoo: British Tattoo Art Revealed exhibition in the Historic 
Dockyard and shared on an online gallery on Facebook. The images and tales will build on 
research collected at naval family fetes and will be used as part of the exhibition outreach 
sessions working with community groups talking about the custom. If your personnel wish to 
contribute, please get them to contact tattoo@nmrn.org.uk 

 
 
9.  Guess Where?  An Establishment  

 

This month can you name this establishment? A lot easier this 
month.  Remember no hovering or looking on Google or 
Wiki!!.....  Good Luck this is very difficult … 

The answer will be in next month’s edition. 

And so, to the June  ‘Guess the Establishment’...........… It is of 
course Institute of Naval Medicine INM in Alverstoke Gosport.  
Home of the Goat Curry! Allegedly.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  RNA Slops / Clothing Newsflash 
 
RNA Slops / Clothing now has a dedicated website.  Please visit  www.rnaslops.co.uk  
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11. Project Semaphore (iPads) – A reminder and Update of what it is all about?   

 

Project Semaphore is a Royal Naval Association (RNA) initiative funded by the Aged Veterans 
Fund, to address the issue of digital isolation in older Veterans, which exacerbates loneliness and 
poverty. Whilst we provide iPads, it is not an IT Project: it is a Project to provide friendship, 
support and practical help, with the outcome of better spiritual and mental health.  A recent study 
equated loneliness in the elderly to the effect of smoking 15 cigarettes a day.    

Shipmates who qualify for an iPad can make new friends, learn new 
skills and connect with their family and friends. Project Semaphore 
has been a huge success, to date, we have issued over 500 devices 
and the Project is ongoing.  Mindful that many Veterans have a fear 
of technology, they feel overwhelmed at the idea of learning new 
skills, worry about their personal security and need help and support 
to realise the benefits of the financial savings offered online. Whilst 
an iPad is ideal, as it is lightweight and portable, they fear of 
breaking it by pushing the wrong button and therefore the support of 
our dedicated (and very patient!) Volunteers has been key to 
provide reassurance and encouragement.  We support Shipmates in 
their homes if they are unable to join a group or attend a Workshop, we cover the country from 
Inverness, Douglas IOM, Limavady and Holyhead, Liverpool to York, Kent, Plymouth and 
Cornwall.  
 
Care Homes.  The Royal Star and Garter Homes (Surbiton and 
Solihull), Pembroke House (Chatham), The Royal Alfred Seafarer’s 
Society (Surrey) have embraced the opportunity to offer iPads to 
their eligible Veterans to enhance the activities they deliver.  
Addressing isolation from families, as well as offering the 
opportunity to explore or develop interests and hobbies including photography, games, 
researching ships, naval and family history has proved most popular and improved the quality of 
family visits, sharing images and stories on the iPad and learning from IT savvy children and 
grandchildren!  
 
Collaboration.  To reach Veterans, we are delighted 
that our Project has been embraced by a range of 
organisation who offer complimentary support and 
include: 
The Royal Navy's Chaplain of the Fleet, Scottish War 
Blinded, Royal British Legion Industries, SSAFA, 
Marine Society and Sea Cadets, Apple Southampton, 
Association of Wrens, The Fleet Air Arm Association, 
WRNS BT, Merchant Navy Association, Bulwark, 
Albion & Centaur Association, RNA Welfare Officers, 
RNBT, Conference of Naval Associations (CONA), 
Royal Marines Association, Dementia UK, Improving 
Lives Plymouth, Cornwall Rural Community Charity as 
well as numerous RNA Branches who have promoted the Project, hosted Workshops and 
presentations.  
 
Further funding and support We are delighted that RNRMC, Navy News, Greenwich Hospital 
and Royal Naval Reserves have recognised the complexity of this Project and provided financial 
and practical support in order that we can maintain momentum. Thank you. 

The I-pad is a godsend for 
me, on New Year’s Day, 
put a message on Raleigh 
Facebook page and had 
248 responses.  I talk to 
an old buddy every day, 
he is 86 I am a young 
sprig I am only 83.  I also 
read the news from RNA 
Central Office. 
 

“..a whole new way of being in 
contact with friends and Navy, 
I would not have known 
about. I wonder what I did 
without it.” 

 

 



Volunteers  We maintain regular contact with our ‘A Team’ of Volunteers, to express our thanks 
for their time and dedication…we couldn’t deliver this Project without them! We share iPad tips 
and tricks and include their experiences and feedback to ensure our Workshops are relevant and 
pitched at the correct level. Volunteers provide advice and support both face to face, and online 
using secure and user-friendly technology: 
Facetime and Skype provide a window on the 
world, and it is a joy to watch arthritic fingers 
getting to grips with the concept of a touch 
screen.   

We welcome IT savvy Volunteers who are willing 
to share their knowledge and contribute to 
changing the lives of fellow Veterans, we pay 
traveling expenses and in return Volunteers gain 
a sense of purpose, pride and the opportunity to 
impart their knowledge in a safe environment with 
like-minded people. 

Other service Veterans.  In the early stages of 
the Project, offering iPads in groups and in particular Care Homes to RN and RM Veterans only 
was divisive.  However due to the success of the Project, the offer now extends to RAF and Army 
candidates who are part of a Veterans group.  First to embrace this opportunity is the Princess 
Marina House, a centre in Rustington offering respite, care breaks for serving and former RAF 
personnel as well as a lunch club for Veterans.  
 
Captain Paul Quinn RN (Retd), The Royal Naval Association General Secretary said “Digitally 
isolated Veterans are blind to and invisible to the digital world.  Bringing someone online is like 
throwing the curtains back in a dark room.  Without doubt this is the project I have been involved 
with that has the biggest impact on individuals – I am so proud to be part of it”. 
 
Applications 
 
Please get in touch for more information, to clarify the eligibility criteria, request an Application 
Form or to Volunteer: julie@royalnavalassoc.com 
      
The photos above feature the Christchurch RNA ‘IPaders’ and Veterans who attended the iPad 
workshop at HMS Forward in Birmingham.  Please see below the email from S/M Rick Squibb to 
Sarah Clewes, the Project Manager, extoling the virtues of the RNA iPad. 
 
Hi Sarah 
 
I managed to get some of our iPad shipmates together. Unfortunately, a couple are missing. 
However, I think one important factor is Ron Checkett’s on the right (holding the ‘iPad for seniors 
magazine’) in the picture must surely be one of our oldest iPad veterans. Ron is 97. Ron is over 
the moon with his iPad. Who’d have thought a 97-year-old would be able to communicate with his 
family. Mind you Ron was a communicator in The RN and a ‘secret squirrel’ at GCHQ so he has 
background!! 
 
All the veterans are so happy to be in touch with family and friends. Audrey, left in the picture, 
talks to her Daughter in Holland thanks to the RNA iPad. I had a request from another 80+ 
veteran today for a iPad. I will be forwarding the request in a day or two. 
 
Regards Rick 

 

mailto:julie@royalnavalassoc.com


12. Union Jack Club 
 

The Union Jack Club www.ujclub.co.uk is a private members club for 
Non-Commissioned Serving and veteran members of HM Armed Forces 
and is located in Waterloo central London. With over 260 bedrooms, a 
restaurant, bars, private rooms, espresso café, baggage store, games 
and changing rooms it has a lot to offer its members. 
 
Bedrooms are single, double, twin, and family rooms, as well as our 
apartments (suitable for up to six adults), are equipped with flat screen 
TVs, tea and coffee making facilities, toiletries, and luxury towels.  
 
If you have never experienced our Union Jack Club hospitality and friendly atmosphere we would 
recommend that you come and see first-hand. Check out our reviews on Google or TripAdvisor to 
see what people are saying about the Club or the video at www.ujclub.co.uk.  
 
Membership currently is £20 for the initial year then £17 after that and can be done via 
www.ujclub.co.uk/membership where a long list of benefits is listed.  
 
 

13.        Naval Parade Training 
 

Procedure Bravo!     One, One Up…..Stand Still etc etc 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

14. RNRMC – Thank you  

 

Unfortunately, the Royal Naval and Royal Marine Charity representative could not attend 
Conference, where he was intending to deliver this message of thanks. However, RNRMC have 
requested that we place the article below in the Semaphore Circular on their behalf.  
 

Royal Naval Association Annual Conference 2018 
 
The support of RNA branches and members enables us the Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Charity, national charity of the Royal Navy to deliver lifelong support to Naval Service 
personnel – serving, retired and their families – wherever and whenever they need us.  
Our focus for giving is on the veterans’ community as much as on those in the front line today. 

 

 

http://www.ujclub.co.uk/
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Over the ten years that the Royal Navy and Royal Marines Charity has been supporting the 
United Kingdom’s naval family we have come to better understand what distinguishes those 
who are most able to cope with the demands being made on 
those who serve and their family 
members, namely strong and supportive communities.  
 
The physical manifestation of our philosophy to play our part 
in building community resilience is no better demonstrated 
than in the modernisation of the 1960’s community centre in 
the heart of the married quarters estate at Helensburgh.  
 
Thanks in no small part to the generous donation from the Royal Naval Association, this major 
project is well underway and will open later this year. In excess of 2,000 Naval Service 
beneficiaries per month - both serving and veterans - are expected to use the centre for daytime 
and evening activities, functions and events. To date the leadership shown by the RNA in your 
donation of £30,000 has been matched by: - 
 

• £250,000 from the RNRMC 

• £150,000 from the Gosling Foundation 

• £50,000 from the Rothermere Foundation 
 
We have bids out for a further £520,000 thank you for getting us over the starting line. The 
project is on track for completion this Autumn. 
 
To all our valued friends in the Royal Naval Association: as the need for our services grows 
your continued support is more important to us and very much appreciated. We look forward to a 
closer working relationship in the years ahead.  
Thank you. 
 

 

15. HMS Raleigh – Year of the Engineer 2018 
 
 

 

Please see below the e-mail Central Office received from WO1 Pete Simpson who is OIC of 
Triumph Squadron in HMS Raleigh.  
 

Good Afternoon, 
 
By way of introduction I am Pete Simpson and am currently serving as the OiC of Triumph 
Squadron at HMS Raleigh which you may well remember as the “Fire School”.  I joined the RN 
as an Artificer Apprentice in 1986 and whilst I didn’t serve in HMS Fisgard or HMS Caledonia I 

am very proud of my Artificer training. 
 
As you may know, the Government has marked 2018 as the Year of 
Engineering and the RN is playing it’s part in this in many ways.  As the 
majority of Naval Engineering ratings since WW2 commenced their careers 
in Torpoint either in Fisgard or Raleigh then it is only right that we here play 
our part.  To that end on 28 September we will be holding an open day for 
RN Engineers past and present who joined up in Torpoint.  The day will 
involve a tour of the present Phase 1 training site, a buffet lunch in the WO 
& SR mess followed by witnessing the ‘Passing Out’ of a large number of 
Engineering Technicians.  It is also hoped that we will be able to mark the 
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day with the refurbishment and return to Torpoint of the Fisgard Clock which is currently in 
storage in the dockyard. 
 
Would you be able to help me publicise this event amongst your members. If possible, can I 
humbly ask if your association Branches / Individual Shipmates would be able to make a 
donation towards the refurbishment of the clock?  We have already secured some funding for this 
but still have some way to go in order to be able to achieve our aim. 
 
The programme for the day will be as follows: 
 

0915 – 0945      Guests arrive and directed to WO & SR Mess. 
1000                  Welcome Brief. 
1015 – 1230      Establishment Tours (Phase 1 Accom, SM School. Gym, Fire School) 
1230                  Buffet Lunch in WO & SR Mess. 
1330 – 1530      Witness POP. 
1530 – 1730      Debrief in WO & SR Mess. 

        1800                   All guests to be clear of the establishment 
 
If you can assist or would like any other information please e-mail – 
peter.simpson474@mod.gov.uk  or call me on 01752 811307 
 

You can visit our website on www.hmca.co.uk for further details or simply click 
www.hmca.co.uk/rna or call us in person on 01423 799949 whereby we will be happy to speak to 
you and answer your queries.  
 
16. Victory Walk Update  - Commander Jane Allen  
 
Commander Jane Allen set off from HMS Victory on 21 October last year, to walk anticlockwise 
round the coast of mainland UK to raise money for two naval charities, the WRNS BT and 
RNRMC charities. Here she provides an update on her most recent travels in Scotland where she 
has now clocked over 2,000 miles. 

 
Having walked across the Scottish border at the end of April, it has 
taken me a further 664 miles to reach John o’ Groats, where the 
‘bootometer’ clicked 2,031 miles. The magical 2,000 miles had been 
achieved earlier in the week on the approaches to Wick. Meanwhile, 
the Victory Van has already covered over double the mileage (4,696) 
in support. 
 
The very words John o’ Groats (and Land’s End) sum up a certain 
sense of mystery and adventure. It is still the challenge many people 
seek.  Runners, cyclists and walkers probably top the bill, but there 
are those who elected for more unusual methods: roller skating, 
motorised supermarket trolley, tractor or horse-drawn carriage.  And 
probably someone has done it dressed as a banana!  
 
This famous landmark is significant to the Victory Walker as it marked 

two things. Firstly, a change of walking direction – I’m now heading west along the top of 
Scotland.  Secondly, it was here eleven years ago I stood at the famous signpost with a feeling of 
trepidation: I was about to start my JOGLE (John o’ Groats to Land’s End) to raise money for the 
Poppy Appeal. On that 2007 journey I covered a distance of 1,200 miles.   Now, as I begin my 
second attempt to walk to Land’s End (not dressed as a banana!), my route will be indirect and 
far greater than 1,200 miles! 

 

mailto:peter.simpson474@mod.gov.uk
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In the lead-up to reaching John o’ Groats there have been some good, bad and lovely moments.   
 
As well as reaching John o’ Groats, another great moment was catching a seasonal ferry across 
the Cromarty Firth and resting my feet; the downside was rain, poor visibility and no view! A bad 
moment has to be hacking my way through jungle-like vegetation as I made my way up from 
Inverness on the John o’ Groats Trail.  These grim days were compensated by the ever-
increasing warmth and generosity of the Scots, the further north I’ve walked. That’s been lovely. 
 
Meanwhile, the support team (of 1) continues to 
loathe the laundrette trip (never has the correct 
denomination or number of coins required), with the 
weekly shopping ordeal coming a close second.  For 
me, trying to turn a double-sided map in a gale tops 
my misery list, quickly followed by getting drenched 
during the last hour of a walking day! 
 
Every day is different and will continue to be so as I 
wend my way to Land’s End, where I look forward to 
the reward of a Great Big Cornish Cream Tea! 
The Victory Walk is raising money for two naval 
charities, WRNS BT and RNRMC. To donate go to 
www.Virginmoneygiving.com/victorywalk17-18. To find out more about Jane’s Victory Walk go to 

www.victorywalk.uk 
 

17. Veterans ID Cards – Latest  
 
Shipmates will be interested to know that personnel leaving the armed forces will now be able to 
keep their military ID, Minister for Defence People and Veterans, Tobias Ellwood, has 
announced. 
 
A decision is still to be reached concern those who are already outside.  Please read this link for 
further information https://www.gov.uk/government/news/veterans-to-retain-military-id-allowing-
easier-access-to-services .  GS will be pressing the case with Vets UK this month. 
 
18. Poem for the Older Shipmate (Like Paul Quinn) 
 

I remember the cheese of my childhood 
and the bread that we cut with a knife. 
When the children helped with the housework, 
and the men went to work, not the wife. 
 
The cheese never needed a fridge 
and the bread was so crusty and hot. 
The children were seldom unhappy 
and the wife was content with her lot. 
 
I remember the milk from the bottle, 
with the yummy cream on the top. 
Our dinner came hot from the oven, 
and not from the fridge; in the shop. 
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The kids were a lot more contented, 
they didn't need money for kicks. 
Just a game with their mates in the road 
and sometimes the Saturday flicks. 
 
I remember the shop on the corner, 
where a pen'orth of sweets was sold. 
Do you think I'm a bit too nostalgic? 
Or is it....I'm just getting old? 
 
I remember the 'loo' was the lavvy 
and the bogey man came in the night. 
It wasn't the least bit funny 
going "out back" with no light. 
 
Hung on a peg in that loo,  
were interesting items to view,  
from newspapers cut into squares. 
It took little to keep us amused. 
 
Dirty clothes were boiled in the copper, 
with plenty of rich foamy suds. 
But the ironing seemed never ending 
as Mum pressed everyone's 'duds'. 
 
I remember the slap on my backside 
and the taste of soap if I swore. 
Anorexia and diets weren't heard of 
and we hadn't much choice what we wore. 
 
Do you think that bruised our ego? 
or our initiative was destroyed? 
We ate what was put on the table 
and I think life was better enjoyed. 
 
But a huge fact not hereto mentioned 
in this mushy tale of nostalgic rejoice, 
is the reason we all "enjoyed" our lot 
Was that we had NO BLOODY CHOICE 

Courtesy -  The extremely very old Shipmate Fleet Chief Alan (Rum , Bum, and Baccy) Rootes 
(Lee on the Solent and Stubbington).  The photo shows him down the Mess Deck on his first ship!   
 

 
19.  We Remember Submariners Association 
 
Central Office received the e-mail below from S/M David Woolerton, who is a member at 
Alresford Branch. He is also Membership Secretary of the Submariners Association and a 
Trustee of ‘We Remember Submariners’. 
 
S/M David is trying to spread the word concerning We remember Submariners. 
 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwidmJnFuvbbAhUK8RQKHVlDCJUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DkcpbKMbyAEE&psig=AOvVaw308OoUvZ6Sul-jrUeL_05J&ust=1530278682003673


We Remember Submariners are a registered charity and one of our main aims is to supply a 
wreath or small donation to a charity of the family’s choice for the funeral of any Submariner 
serving or retired who Cross the Bar, along with a condolence card and a special Remembrance 
Pins for immediate relatives, we call a Moly Pin. 
 
For further information about us please visit our website https://we-remember-submariners.com 
 
It would help us, if you could pass this to all the RNA Branches asking them to kindly notify us of 
any Submariner CTB. This can be as an email sent direct to me at david.woolterton@we-
remember-submariners.com  
 
20.  Jutland RNA Wreath 
 
Admiral of the Fleet Jellicoe’s Grandson Nick Jellicoe has written to thank the RNA for providing a 
wreath to Denmark in commemoration of the Battle of Jutland.  Please see below; 
 
Dear Paul, 
  
It was a very hectic week but wanted to take a 
moment, now that I am back, to thank you and the 
RNA for having let me take a wreath with me to 
Denmark.  
  
I decided to put it by the Queen Mary stone after the 
ceremony. I placed my own by Invincible since I’d been 
talking at the Hood Assoc. dinner and Horace Hood 
was on board when she exploded.  
  
Very many thanks for your kind help, 
Nick 
 
 

21. Joke for the Road……………. 
 

Here is a little fact for you petrol heads or just to dazzle your friend 
with. 
 
The four Goldberg brothers Lowell, Norman, Hiram and Maxwell 
invented and developed the first air conditioner for a car on the 17 
July 1946 the temperature in their hometown of Detriot was 97F.  The 
four brothers walked into old man Henry Fords office and sweet 
talked his secretary into telling him that four gentlemen were outside with the most exciting 
innovation in the auto industry since the electric starter. 
  
Henry Ford was curios and invited them into his office, but the brothers refused asking him to come 
to the car park to their car.  They persuaded him to get into the car which by now was about 130F.  
They turned on the air conditioning and cooled the car down instantly.  Old man Ford got very 
excited and offered them straight away 3 Million Dollars for the patent.  As you’d expect the brothers 
refused saying they would settle for 2 Million but they wanted the recognition by having a label “The 
Goldberg Air-Conditioner” on the dashboard of each car it was installed in.  
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Now Henry Ford was more than just a little anti-Jewish and there was no way he was going to have 
their name on two million Fords.  The haggled back and forth for two hours and eventually agreed 
on 4 Million and that just their first names would be shown. 
 
And so to this day al Ford air-conditioners show …  Wait for it …Lo, Norm, Hi and Max …(sorry) 

 
RNA Longcast 

 

  

2018  

  

04 Aug Area 5 Quarterly –  Harwich 

05 Aug Lamplight of Peace in care of the RNA until 29 August 

10 Aug Open Day 

17 Aug FAC 

18 Aug AMC 

07 Sept CONA ‘Clear Lower Deck’ - Annual Conference event, Royal Maritime Club 

08 Sep National Council Meeting 

10 Sep General Secretary – Hand Over  

15 Sep Area 4 Meeting - Dorchester 

05 Oct  Open Day 

21 Oct  Trafalgar Day 

03 Nov Area 5 Quarterly –  Rayleigh 

07 Nov Captain Bill Oliphant arrives for handover as GS 

08 Nov Field of Remembrance – Westminster Abbey – Sunday rehearsal 

11 Nov Remembrance Sunday – NCh to lay wreath DGS as wreath bearer 
100th anniversary of the Armistice for 1WW 
Battles Over commemorations nationally – many RNA taking part 

16 Nov FAC 

17 Nov  AMC 

23 Nov IMC Executive Council Portsmouth and WW1 commemoration 

08 Dec  National Council Meeting 

13 Dec Battle of the River Plate Day 

21 Dec Captain Paul Quinn goes on leave and draft 

22 Dec to 2 Jan 19 Central Office Christmas closed period 

2019  

02 Feb Area 5 AGM & Quarterly - Harwich  

15 Feb FAC 

16 Feb  AMC 

16 Mar  National Council Meeting 

04 May Area 5 Quarterly - Norwich 

7-9 Jun Conference – Wyboston Lakes (Area 6) 

7 Jun  National Council / AMC/ FAC / SOC  Meetings 

8 Jun Main Conference Day – Gala Dinner. 

03 Aug Area 5 Quarterly - Rayleigh 

16 Aug FAC 

17 Aug AMC 

07 Sep National Council Meeting 

08 Sep Biennial Parade - Whitehall  

02 Nov  Area 5 Quarterly - Harwich 

07 Dec National Council Meeting 

 



 
 
D’ye hear there’..... 

 

 
News from around the Areas and Branches...... 

 
 

This Month Featuring……..  
 

RNA Rayleigh 
RNA Dartford  
RNA Nottingham 
RNA Delabole 
RNA Eastbourne 
RNA Chard 
RNA Wrexham 
RNA Market Harborough 
RNA Huntingdon & District  
Area 2  
RNA Rhondda 
RNA Crewe 
RNA Rosyth and West Fife 
RNA St Neots 
RNA Chatham 
RNA Dublin and RNA Cork 
RNA Littlehampton 
RNA Londonderry 
RNA Aldershot  
Bulwark Albion and Centaur Association 
 
 

RNA Rayleigh Branch 
 

Dispatches have been received reporting that at the Rayleigh Town Council Annual Meeting on 
26 April, awards were presented to Shipmates Les Holyome, Len Hobbs and Joan Crick. Who 
were supported by Rayleigh Shipmates at the ceremony; Jim Hammond (Branch Chairman), 
S/M’s Cherry Ablitt, Cllr. Jack Lawmon, Cllr. 
Eddie Dray & Cllr. Ian Ward. 

The award citation for Shipmates Len Hobbs 
(Rayleigh branch member since 1987) and 
Les Holyome (2001) read as follows: 

“For being awarded the rank of Chevalier in 
the national order of the legion D’Honneur.”  

Both shipmates received the honour from the 
French Government in gratitude and 
recognition of their contributions in the 
liberation of France in1944, helping to end 
WW2. 

Also honoured at the Ceremony held at the Sweyne Park School in Rayleigh was Shipmate Joan 
Crick (Hon. Treasurer of Rayleigh Branch). Joan received the Rayleigh Town Council 
‘Chairman’s’ special award for services to the community.   

 



More Rayleigh News…. 

At the Branch meeting on 16 May two new members completed their inauguration in front of the 
assembled membership. 

Shipmates Ken Benson (left) and Graham Dunnill-Gosling 
(right) were each reminded of the objectives of the Royal 
Naval Association and agreed to be bound by its Royal 
Charter, Rules and Bye Laws. Each also promised to 
endeavour at all times to further the principles of the RNA 
and all they stand for. They also confirmed their 
understanding of the RNA’s core values of Unity, Loyalty, 
Patriotism and Comradeship.  

With the formalities over, both shipmates were welcomed 
into the branch and were handed their new membership 
cards from Branch Chairman S/M Jim Hammond. 

S/M Ken Benson had served in the RN and was a member of Rayleigh branch a few years ago. 
He is also the Chairman of the Hockley Royal British Legion. S/M Graham Dunnill-Gosling is no 
stranger to the RNA either. Although a former serving Chaplain in the RAF, Graham joins us from 
Dagenham Branch and is the Welfare Advisor for No.5 Area. 

The Branch held it’s ‘Uckers’ Night on 16 May when 
frustration turned into pure delight as S/Ms Mike 
Sandbrook Sr. and Jim Hammond smashed S/Ms 
Dave Bishop and Mike Sandbrook Jr. off the board!  

Resisting the urge to make up their own rules 
(mostly), for the first time on record all tables 
completed their games within the allotted time. We 
must be getting better at this!  

 

The more experienced players managed to hold their own for most 
of the evening, but there were more than a few upsets along the 
way with multiple mixi-blobs scooting around the boards virtually 
unchallenged! 

Cries to include the ‘suck-back’ rules were ignored, but despite 
this harsh judgement and strict adherence to RNA game rules, 
everyone is looking forward to the next Uckers game night in 
November! 

 

The Branch also visited the Museum of Power on Thursday 10 May 2018 which was a very 
enjoyable day out for all who attended. 

Once dropped off in the MoP car park, we carried on in our tried and tested tradition of making 
our way straight for the café for a brew and a cake. Once our Treasurer (S/M Joan Crick) and 
Social Secretary (S/M Mike Sandbrook) had taken care of the tickets, we went through to the 
main pumping room for a brief on the history and operation of the water pumping station. 

We were informed that the MoP is a charitable organisation and as such receive no government 
funding. It is run by a number of volunteers who give their time freely to keep it open. All the staff 
we met were very friendly and could not have been more helpful.  

 

 

 



After the brief, we had a look around the many interesting exhibits 
including various engines and pumps and received a very good 
explanation of electrical supplies. On completion we made our way to 
the Astaria Model Village which was created and run by two RNA 
Shipmates; Dave Mead (Rayleigh Branch) and Alan Walker (Basildon 
Branch). Just outside the entrance to Astaria we saw some Stocks with 
a sign saying ‘I went to Astaria and upset the Staff now look at me’. For 
some strange reason everyone thought that the Stocks should be used 
for S/M Joan Crick but as she declined the generous invitation, our 

Chairman Jim Hammond was volunteered to demonstrate 
its use while sneaky photos were taken. 

Astaria is like entering a world of fairies with miniature 
houses, people and animals of different kinds. The display 
was amazingly detailed. S/Ms Dave and Alan informed us 
how the models were made and how long they took. All of 
our members commented on the skill and commitment it 
took to create the model village. 

We then went for lunch in the café. The food was very tasty 
and reasonably priced. This gave everyone an ideal 
chance to spin dits and catch up with each other.  

Having had such a good day out and being thoroughly 
looked after by the MoP staff, our members decided to 
make a donation to the MoP charity. The last thing we did 
before heading back home was to take a group photo to remember our visit. We got on so well 
with the MoP staff that they asked if we would permit them to insert our group photo into their 
Museum of Power magazine which we all agreed to. 

Finally…… 

On 4 May it was the RNA versus 
RBL Darts night.  There many good 
reasons for being humble in victory 
and gracious in defeat. One of them 
is that Rayleigh RBL keep inviting us 
back to have another crack at the 
trophy! 

The twice-yearly clash of the clans 
(RBL & RNA) darts match saw the 
RNA win last time around, but on 
Star Wars day (May the 4th), the 
RBL just had the edge. It all came 
down to the last game of the 

tournament, a head-to-head between the two captains to decide the final outcome. The final 
game was such a close run thing, that it was all decided on the last double of the last game! Well 
done Dave Bishop, great effort! 

 

 

 

 



However, the RNA team again enjoyed a virtually clean-
sweep of the funny-games prizes, taking home most of the 
booty (kindly supplied by the RBL team).  

We even got to take the contents of the charity collection 
too. Thanks guys.  

We’ll see you all again in October for another trouncing 

 

 

 

RNA Dartford Branch 

Dartford Branch said a sad farewell to Life Member 
and Treasurer Reginald Arthur Moon. 
 
S/M Reg completed National Service in the RN from 
1952-54 and then served in the reserves until 1968. 
He served in HM ships Vanguard, Crossbow (a 
Weapon Class Destroyer) and Mull of Gallway ( 
Inshore Minesweeping Flotilla HQ and Repair Ship)     
 
 

Reg joined Dartford Branch in 1998 where he 
served as Treasurer. He was also Treasurer for 
TS Anson sea cadets a member of the Algerines 
association. 
 
Standard Bearers, Standards and Shipmates 
from Dartford, Sidcup and Ashford Branches 
along with family and friends attended his final 
deployment. In salute to Shipmate Reg they all 
enjoyed a welcome tot in the Crematorium car park. 
 

Shipmate Reg was Father to three sons and will be much missed by both Family and Dartford 
Shipmates. 
 

RNA Nottingham Branch 

On Saturday the 12 May, former ships company from the T42 Destroyer HMS Nottingham's 1st 
commission held a reunion at the Nottingham RNA 
Club. Fifty plus ex "Nottys" mustered to swing the 
lamps and remember good times they had onboard. 
During the afternoon watch, the former Captain from 
that commission who later became the 1st Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh GCB DL came along to 
see his former crew.  Sir Nigel and his wife Susie cut 
a reunion cake bearing the ships crest. During the 
evening a raffle and auction raised £510 for the 
Nottingham Queens Medical Centre Children’s Ward 
Big Appeal and a picture of the ship was signed by 
all present and sent to the hospital with the cheque.  

 

 

 

 



On June 2nd, members of Nottingham Branch supported HMS Sherwood in the granting of the 
Freedom of the City parade. Along with former HMS Sherwood ships company and T42 
Association members they formed a platoon marching behind the Sailors as they exercised the 
right to parade through city with Band playing, Bayonets fixed and banners flying.  

The parade was led by the Band of Royal Marines Portsmouth. Standards from Nottingham, 
Mansfield, Newark and Area 4 along with T42 Standards and RBL led the veterans section. The 
salute was taken by Rear Admiral Simon Williams CB CVO Flag Officer Reserves and 
Commodore Martin Quinn ADC Deputy Commander Maritime Reserves and Commodore David 
Elford OBE ADC naval regional commander eastern area. Refreshments were provided 
afterwards in Nottingham City Council House.  

RNA Delabole Branch   

 

On Sunday the 3rd June teams from local branches Bodmin, Delabole and Liskeard met at 
Pencarrow House for the Admiral Alec Weir Memorial Croquet Match. 

 
The competitors and crowd were blessed with a sunny dry day 
and with Lady Iona Molesworth- St Aubyn, Ann Weir (Admiral 
Alecs’ widow) and Delabole Branch Patron Helen Bull present 
the teams took to the field of battle. there was a good turn out 
and even German visitors (who were looking for Ross Poldark 
‘Look a Likes’…. They 
wouldn’t have many on 
view!)  to Pencarrow 
were amongst the 
spectators. 
 

The eventual winners were Liskeard Branch (S/M 
Warwick ‘Six throwing’ Belfitt and Bodmin Branch were 
runners up the trophies were presented by Mrs Helen Bull 
Delabole Branch Patron 
 
Photos courtesy of Julie Jones  

 

RNA Eastbourne Branch 

 

In the 676th Edition of ‘The Semaphore Circular’ (February 2018) carried an account published by 
the Eastbourne Branch, of an Award Ceremony held for a gallant shipmate Mr Alfred Armstrong. 

You may have read it. 
 
At that very prestigious event, attended by local 
dignitaries, the President of the Eastbourne RNA, 
S/M Harry Summerton, in conversation with the 
Mayor of Eastbourne, Councillor Pat Hearn, 
happened to say, would it not be a good idea to 
gather together all the holders of the Award just 
presented to Alfred; the Chevalier del ‘Ordre 
National de la Legion Honneur. The nature of the 
event could be determined later, the Mayor agreed, 
and an idea was borne. 

 

 

 



 
So, restricting the search area to Eastbourne and its close environment, with the full backing co-
operation with the Mayor’s Office, we began to seek holders of the Award. It took a lot of time and 
research; soon it was clear that the original estimate of about five or six holders was to be 
exceeded for the list was growing fast. We were presented with a name for the event, it was to be 
a formal ‘Afternoon Tea’ to be held on Friday 27th April at Eastbourne Town Hall. 

 
We urgently needed to speed up and gather details of full names, contact numbers mobility 
factors and of course the holder’s availability for that date. Our list had now reached fourteen 
holders and the clock was ticking. The next thing was to finalise the list of VIPs and confirm their 
attendance and participation, we needed a few ‘welcoming speeches’. 
 
The following honoured guests were invited. 
The Consul Honoraire de France Captain 
Francois JEAN, Deputy Lieutenant of Sussex 
Colonel M J N Richards & Mrs Carol Richards, 
Mayor of Eastbourne Councillor Pat Hearn & 
Consort, Mr Stephen Lloyd MP. Several Town 
Councillors were also invited. Eastbourne 
Royal Naval Association was to be represented 
by Chairman S/M John Wicking & President 
S/M Harry Summerton, the general organiser 
of the event. The Mayor’s Office produced an 
elegant ‘Official Invitation’ which was duly 
dispatched to our very formidable list and their 
guests. We were ready and looking forward to the great day. 
 
The day, Friday 27th April arrived, a cold wet day, very unusual for Eastbourne. (What!!) The 
Town Hall car park began to fill as the guests arrived, medals glistening on the hero’s blazers 
despite the efforts of the foul weather to tarnish them. Inside the Town Hall a warm welcome 
awaited as the ‘Chevaliers of the Order’ some very frail, were shown to the tables bedecked with 
the French and British Flag and laden with cakes and sandwiches. The VIP’s gradually arrived as 
did the TV crew. 

 
The Mayor, Councillor Pat Hearn, welcomed her guests and 
expressed her thanks for their bravery. A further warm welcome 
was made by our local MP Stephen Lloyd. The French Consul, 
Captain Jean also gave his thanks on behalf of the French people 
and explained the significance of the award. 
He then made a formal presentation of the award to two Royal 
Naval Veterans of D Day, Mr Philip Tice and Mr Alfred Wenham. He 
warmly congratulated other holders whom he wished to meet. 
Following the tea a glass was raised to our heroes. A photo session 
had been arranged and this proved a great feature of the event. 
Despite their age, and in most cases disability, it never deterred 

these ex-servicemen from having their fun with the camera shoot, it became a bit of a riotous 
occasion! 
 
 
 
The afternoon ended with a lot of handshakes and back patting, clearly it had been a great 
success, there were smiles, a bit of sadness, memories had obviously come back during the past 
couple of hours but there had also been a laugh or two. 

 

 



 
They were heroes, 
everyone, extremely 
brave men; we owe a lot 
to them. 
 

 

 

 

RNA Chard Branch 

Chard and Axminster branches joined forces to go out on a 
jolly in Tiverton Devon on Saturday 9th June when they went 
on water (not to sea) for an evening on the Tiverton Horse 
Drawn Canal Barge which included a Fish 'n' Chip supper. 

Twenty-four shipmates and their guests enjoyed lovely 
evening weather a comical and informal spoken commentary 
by the owner whilst being pulled along by our 'engine' for the 
night 'Ross the Hoss'. 

The fish n chip supper was taken on board at a stop next to 
one of the two bridges we passed under.  

Time was given for the assembly to stretch their legs by a quick walk 
along the tow path to view the aqueduct. 

The round trip took two and a half hours and was a most pleasant and 
unusual night out for all who thoroughly enjoyed the experience. It was 
good to see both branches join together for the evening. 

 

 

RNA Wrexham Branch 

RNA Wrexham Chairman Shipmate Keith 
Pritchard has very kindly forwarded a few 
photos of the Branches new Gazebo. 
 

I would like to share with you a couple of 
images of the new Wrexham Gazebo that you 
kindly helped us purchase with the minor grant 
from RNA Central Office. We attended a fun 
day in Wrexham for us to promote the 
Wrexham Branch and the RNA to the local 
community and to attract more new members. 
 
Thanks for all your help. 
 
Regards Keith 

  

 

 

 



 
 

 

RNA Market Harborough Branch 

Market Harborough Branch run a trip each year to the Peterborough Dog Racing.  The Branch 
are usually asked to sponsor a race which is good publicity for the Branch as it does not cost 
them anything.   

This year they asked S/M Pat Middleton (Hon Sec) 
and Chairman, Mike Petch were asked to present the 
prize to the winning dog, whose name was Ronnie. 

S/m Pat is centre stage in the photo with the red 
jacket next to Ronnie the Greyhound and the little boy 
is the dog's owner. However, Pat is unsure as to who 
the other folk are!   They look like her ‘minders’. 

 

I feel confident that Shipmates may suggest a few 
likely contenders who might feature in the phot with 
S/M Pat………………Over to you……   

 

RNA Huntingdon and District  

Since the last Semaphore Circular, Huntingdon & District branch have been as active as ever 
locally and wider afield. On the 24th May 2018, shipmates Karl Webb, Martin Girvan, and Andrew 

Bish attended a Freedom of Huntingdon Parade for the 
Princess of Wales’ Royal Regiment (PWRR). 
Unusually for the branch, shipmate Karl Webb was not 
acting as duty photographer, after winning his seat at 
the local government elections, Councillor Webb joined 
the Mayor of Huntingdon, VIPS and councillors in 
welcoming the PWRR to Huntingdon and the right to 
exercise their Freedom of the Town. 
  
On the 7th June 2018, seven shipmates from the 
branch attended a Royal Garden Party hosted by HRH 
The Princess Royal, Patron of the Not Forgotten 

  

 

 



Association. The invite had come about after S/M Martin Girvan had asked members of the 
branch if they would like to attend a garden party as guests of the Not Forgotten Association. 
  
Once all the guests had arrived in the garden at 
Buckingham Palace, the arrival of the Princess 
Royal was announced with the Royal Marine band 
playing the National Anthem; approximately 200 
veterans had been selected to be introduced to 
the Princess, who impressed everyone by 
speaking at length to every one of them. 
  
Whilst the princess was talking to the veterans, 
Huntingdon shipmates could enjoy sandwiches 
and light refreshments, the wives and partners 
were delighted to see that not only was Princess 
Anne at the Garden Party, but also a few celebrities had also been invited. 
  
The band of HM Royal Marines were also present and gave a display of music and marching 
before a Beating the Retreat ceremony to close the afternoon. 

  
Finally, on the 9th June, whilst shipmate Bill Small 
was attending National Conference, remaining 
shipmates manned a charity stall at the Huntingdon 
Riverside Gala; this was the first time the branch had 
used their new gazebo, which had been purchased 
after a donation from the Cambridgeshire Community 
Foundation. The day was a great success, meeting 
many locals and hopefully a few new recruits (our 
resident booty, shipmate Andrew Bish, was delighted 
to take charge of the mallet and peg the gazebo 
down).  
  
 

Photographs show shipmate/councillor Karl Webb with councillors and soldiers at the Freedom 
parade, shipmates at Buckingham Palace, and shipmates with the Mayor of Huntingdon at the  

 

Area  2 

 
The Standards from Area 2, Maidstone and Paddock 
Wood plus the Sea Cadets from TS Scott (Maidstone) 
attended a memorial service for Rear Admiral  Charles 
David Lucas VC at St Lawrence Church, Mereworth on 
Sunday 1st July 2018.  
 
His was one of the very first VC's won in the Crimea 
War in 1854.  He was serving in HMS Hecla during a 
bombardment when a fizzing fused shell land on the 
deck and Lucas had the good sense to throw it 
overboard saving a lot of his shipmates. Area 2 have 
an annual service at Mereworth each year. 
 

 

 

 
 



la. 

RNA Rhondda Branch 

Rhondda Branch had a very enjoyable day out at the Fleet Air 
Arm museum on Saturday 16th June.  They were joined by 
some members of the Veterans Breakfast Club in Cardiff.  
Although the weather wasn’t as good as hoped, the rain held 
off and everyone was able to stay dry.  
 
It was an especially enjoyable for Shipmate Cyril Oliver which 
brought back many memories for him. He is pictured in the 
doorway of the display Sea King and, although in a 
wheelchair, was able to enjoy the majority of the exhibits 
including, the 
simulated helicopter 
ride.  
 
 
 
 

S/M Cyril is 91 and joined the RN in 1943 and can 
remember the Walrus in service. He was a 
communications Yeoman and when he left the Navy, 
joined the Metropolitan Police rising to the rank of 
Inspector. 
 

RNA Crewe Branch 

Shipmates will be very interested in the article below courtesy of S/M Sue Brown-Wealls, Hon Sec 
at Crewe Branch 
 
The Crewe Branch RNA were invited to attend the unveiling of a commemorative plaque on 
Platform 12 of Crewe Rail Station to mark the centenary of a Royal Naval train known as the 
‘Jellicoe Express’ which transported soldiers and sailors along the West Coast Main Line over 100 
years ago.  
 
Through the final 18 months of the Great 
War and through most of WW2 the 'Jellicoe 
Express' was the vital lifeline for sailors 
serving at the Fleet's principal wartime 
base, Scapa Flow. 
Named after Admiral Sir John Jellicoe, the 
commander of the Grand Fleet who led the 
British forces at the Battle of Jutland in 
June 1916, the Jellicoe Express carried 
upwards of 600 sailors a day, plus their 
luggage, supplies and mail for the Fleet 
based at Scapa Flow in Orkney – travelling 
daily between London Euston and Thurso 
with a journey time of 21 hours 30 minutes.   
 
The plaque provides a permanent memorial to the train, which served the town as part of its 717-
mile journey.  Crewe station was one of the few stops on the route where sailors and soldiers could 

 

 

 



join the train.  It also served as a welcome refreshment stop. As the First Sea Lord was Admiral Sir 
John Jellicoe, the service - the longest ever run in the UK - earned the title The Jellicoe Express. 
 
The photograph shows Crewe Branch RNA Chairman, George Jones, Branch Secretary Sue 
Brown-Wealls and Standard Bearer David Wealls alongside the Crewe Station Manager, Captain 
Chris Smith RN, Naval Regional Commander for Scotland and Northern Ireland, and two serving 
members of the Royal Navy with the blue commemorative plaque shown above and behind. 
 

RNA Rosyth and West Fife Branch 

 
In May of 2017 Rosyth & West Fife Branch Royal Naval Association took the decision to host a 
Beacon Lighting Ceremony to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the ending of WW1. The 
ceremony will be held in accordance with the guidelines outlined in the official guide produced by 
Bruno Peak LVO OE OPR Pageant Master of the event. The ceremony will be replicated 
throughout the whole of the UK, Channel Islands and Commonwealth countries with the aim to 
light 1000 Beacons. 
 
This is very much a unique and once only event and is designed to honour those who sacrificed 
so much in this war to end all wars. The ceremony is also aimed at promoting a lasting peace 
throughout the world, and it is our aim to pass this message down, through the youth of today. 
 
RNA Rosyth have declared our commitment to this project and intend to carry forward its legacy  
through an active engagement with our local Schools, Youth Organisations and veterans in need, 
within our community.  

 
With the kind permission of Mr. Dale 
Walkden, Head of Establishment and 
Mr Paul Smyth, Head of Security, the 
ceremony will be held on the Parade 
Ground and Saluting Gun Dias at MoD 
Caledonia. 
 
The staging of the ceremony has been 
made possible with a funding grant of 
£7,850.00 from the Armed Forces 
Community Covenant Fund, a grant of 
£250.00 by RNA Central Office, the 
immense help and support provided by 
Ms. Susan Budd (Community 
Engagement and Support Officer at 

Army Leuchars) and the support of our local (Dunfermline & West Fife Armed Forces Champion) 
Cllr. Mr. Rod Cavanagh, and through fund raising events and RNA membership donations 
 
The following Rosyth & West Fife Primary Schools will play a prominent and active role in the 
ceremony. The P7 pupils from the schools will recite poems from WW1 and will also compose a 
poem of their own to be read out at the ceremony. The schools are; 
  
Rosyth Kings Road Rosyth Camdean; Rosyth Park Road; Rosyth St. Johns RC; Inverkeithing;  
North Queensferry; Donibristle; Dalgety Bay; Limekilns; Aberdour.  
 

 
S/M John Sherwood has designed a Power Point Presentation based on local history and 

 



contributions to the war effort by Rosyth and surrounding areas during WW1. Both he and S/M 
Norman Thoroughgood RNA have so far delivered this presentation to 7 of the Schools and over 
the coming weeks will have delivered the presentation to all nine Schools. They will also be making 
a similar but specifically tailored presentation to local SCC, Army Cadets, RAF Cadets and other 
local youth groups. 
 
Burntisland Pipe Band will perform at the ceremony and a Drum Head Service will be conducted 
by the Minister of Dunfermline Abbey, the Rev. Mary Ann Rennie, who will be supported in the 
ceremony by a Corps of Drums and Buglers.  A local 11year old Primary Schoolboy, Brooklyn 
Morris, a very accomplished Piper will pipe the Lament, “The Battles O'er”, at Inverkeithing Garden 
of Remembrance in Inverkeithing, at 06:00 on the morning of 11th November.  
 
Babcock International have kindly offered to manufacture the Beacon which will be donated to the 
Community of Rosyth following the ceremony.  BFBS will be streaming footage of WW1 on a large 
screen at the ceremony and will also stream live footage of the school pupils reciting the poems of 
WW1.  The ceremony will be attended by the Provost of Dunfermline, Cllr. Jim Leishman and the 
Lord Lt. Mr. John Balfour along with MP's and Councilors of all parties and following the ceremony 
there will be a 15 minutes fireworks display in the grounds of MoD Caledonia. 
 
As an enduring legacy, the Dunfermline & West Fife Branch of the RNA will seek to foster an 
enduring partnership with our local Communities to assist with community projects, engage with 
youth organisations and local schools and promote a lasting relationship with the community. We 
have committed to a programme of tree planting in 2019 to commemorate the 100th Anniversary 
and we will research the feasibility of erecting a war memorial in Rosyth. 
 
Our ceremony has been designed to engage our local youth community with the aim of having 
them keep alive the memory of those who gave their tomorrow for our today. It is also aimed at 
promoting a world at peace. 

 

RNA St Neots Branch 

The St Neots Branch, as part of their giving to worthy causes, have donated £600 to Cambourne 
Youth Partnership, in Cambridgeshire, an organisation catering for the needs of young people in 

the area.  The donation enabled them to purchase four 
refurbished computers. (See picture) 
 
Cambourne is a developing township about 8 miles from 
Cambridge which, although it looks to be more middle 
income in demographics, has a significant amount of social 
housing. On certain days of the week therefore, in the 
afternoons, Cambourne Youth Partnership open their 
facility to children who do not have a computer at home, to 
assist with their Homework. As both parents are often 
working, the youngsters are also given a toasted sandwich 

to keep them going. 
 
St Neots Branch holds an annual collection at Morrisons in Cambourne which is often the top 
contributor to the St Neots branch annual fund-raising effort. Youth support at Cambourne is 
doubly important as the birth rate is high, and around 4 years ago Cambourne was reputed to 
have the highest birth rate in the UK. (These folks need more sea time! And shitehawk wellies!) 
 
The St Neots Branch has been increasing their presence in the area and were the only Veterans 
organisation present at the Armistice parade in 2017. 

 



 

RNA Chatham Branch  

Shipmates from Chatham Branch enjoyed an evening in excellent company attending the 
opening of the purpose built new HMS President ( Medway Tender ) unit at St Margaret’s 
Street, Rochester after receiving an invitation from the OIC Lt Cdr Tracy Peyman RN. 
 
The unit was officially opened by Rear Admiral 
Simon Williams CB CVO, the Naval Secretary, 
other ViPs included Medway Campus Director 
of RWC Canterbury Christchurch University, 
Dr Susan Plummer.   
 
Representing Chatham Branch were Chatham 
Chairman, Tim Stopford, and Shipmate George 
Creasy BEM with his wife Ann,  

 
Chatham Branch 
shipmates would 
like to thank all those at the unit for being so hospitable and 
making the evening so extremely enjoyable.  They want to wish 
the Unit every possible success. 
Some of the Shipmates were ready to sign on the dotted line 
and join up again!!!  Born in Chatham made in the Royal 
Navy……………… 

Photos show – above Admiral Williams and Lt Cdr Peyman and 
opposite Shipmate George Creasy BEM and Mrs Ann Creasy. 

 

 

RNA Dublin and Cork Branches  

Dublin and Cork branches recently attended a Jutland 
Commemoration Ceremony in Cobh (Which was formally an 
RN Base) to Commemorate 20 men from Queenstown (now 
Cobh) who lost their lives at Jutland. 
 
The Church Service was held in St. Colmans Church Cobh 
and afterwards a commemorative Monument was unveiled 
in the Bible gardens of St Benedict’s Priory, The Mount 
Cobh.  
 
The House and gardens where the Benedictine order of 
nuns now reside was formally the home of the Admiral 
commanding the base when it was a Royal Navy 
establishment.  
  

 

 

 



Shipmates were all entertained afterwards in the Convent 
with Tea and Sandwiches supplied by the Nuns.  
The Benedictine Nuns are an enclosed order so it was a 
great privilege to have the convent and grounds open to 

the guests and 
organisers of the 
event. 
 
The Rev Mother 
produced the visitors 
book from the time of 
the Admirals residency there. 
 

 

 

 

RNA Littlehampton Branch 

Due to the disbandment of Littlehampton RNA 
Branch in February 2018, on Friday 11th May, 
the Littlehampton RNA Standard was laid up at 
the Littlehampton Sea Cadets, TS Sussex HQ. 
 
After a Colours Ceremony, the Standard was 
presented to the unit CO Lt (SCC) Brain 
Osborne RNR, by RNA Chairman Patrick Cox, 
after a small speech from President David 
Lawrie.  
Also present was the Senior Area Staff Officer 
A/Cdr (SCC) Karen Kristiansen RNR. The 
Branch felt it was appropriate the Standard 
should remain in Littlehampton.  Littlehampton 
Shipmates are grateful to the SCC Unit staff for 
arranging refreshments after the Parade. 
 
 
RNA Londonderry Branch  

 

I am sure Shipmates would wish me to thank S/M Robert Buchanan for forwarding a very 
comprehensive report, below, concerning the Battle of the Atlantic weekend in Londonderry.  
 

Shipmates from various branches arrived in Londonderry to take part in Battle of the Atlantic 
2018. They were joined by Royal Canadian Navy and United States Navy Veterans and family 
members from Canada, America, The Republic of Ireland and other parts of the UK. Over the 
four days of events old friendships were renewed and new friends were made. 
 
The special project for BoA 2018 was the commissioning and dedication of the Newfoundland 
Escort Force Bell, which is the third of three Convoy Bells representing the ‘Triangle Run’ of the 
North Atlantic Convoy Escort groups, during the Second World War. 
VIP’s attending included, The Lord Lt of the City of Londonderry, Dr Angela Garvey. The Deputy 
Mayor of City of Derry and Strabane District, Cllr John Boyle, Lord Hay of Ballore, Prof Sir G 
Bain. Rear Admiral John Weale OBE Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ireland, Cdr Corey 

 

 

 



Bursey RCN representing the Canadian High Commission, Capt Chris Smith RN Naval Regional 
Commander for Scotland & Northern Ireland, J Reddy RCN Rtd CO of HMCS Sackville, Capt J 
Rodgaard USN Rtd and other distinguished guests. 
 

Thursday 17th May 2018 
 
The first function was a ‘meet & greet’ to welcome our visitors on Thursday evening. It was 
hosted by the Londonderry Branch RNA in the RBL Waterside and was a great start to the 
forthcoming events. 
 

Friday 18th May 2018 -  HMS Laurentic Commemoration WWI 
 
On Friday morning a large coach load and many cars left the City and travelled to the scenic 
shores of Lough Swilly in County Donegal. Lough Swilly was a temporary home to the Royal 
Navy’s Grand Fleet during WWI. The Ulster Canada Initiative, chaired by Newfoundlander Don 
McNeill, had organised a Church Service and Wreath Laying in Fahan Church of Ireland. 

 
We were welcomed into the Parish Church of St Mura’s in Fahan 
where the Rev Judi McGaffin led us in a very meaningful service, in 
memory of the crew of HMS Laurentic. HMS Laurentic was lost off 
the mouth of Lough Swilly on 27th January 2017, when she struck 
two German mines. After the service our Branch Piper, S/m Billy 
Doherty led the Standards and wreath layers to the memorial at the 
mass grave in the churchyard. Wreaths were laid by local 
dignitaries, Cdr Corey Bursey on 

behalf of the Canadian Ambassador to Ireland and Veterans 
Group Leaders from Canada, America and the UK. The 
children from the local Primary School attended the ceremony. 
 

The group then moved on to Fort Dunree where the Ulster 
Canada Initiative hosted a lunch and presentation were made 
to the visitors. On the way back to the City the group were 
treated to a visit to The Stone Fort of Grianán of Aileach, the 
origins of which date back to 1750 BC. It was a perfect day to 
enjoy the spectacular views from the elevated position   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grianan_of_Aileach 
 

Saturday 19th May 2018 
 
The city’s Museum Services organised a very interesting exhibition of WWII collections in the 
Guildhall, with local historian Richard Doherty giving talks on how the BoA affected the City and 

its citizens during the long campaign. 
http://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/Museums-and-
Heritage/Tower-Museum/U-Boat-Surrender  
 
In special recognition of the Royal Wedding, a large 
screen tv was set up in the City Hotel to allow our 
visitors personal space to enjoy the event. Hats and 
fascinators were the order of the day (for the ladies!!)  
At 18.00 the Tower Museum was the venue for a civic 
reception hosted by the Deputy Mayor, Cllr John Boyle. 
International greetings were exchanged and the 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grianan_of_Aileach
http://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/Museums-and-Heritage/Tower-Museum/U-Boat-Surrender
http://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/Museums-and-Heritage/Tower-Museum/U-Boat-Surrender


hospitality was enjoyed by all. RAdm John Weale OBE and Cdr Corey Bursey were pleased to 
Join S/m’s Eddie Lavery and Robert Buchanan for a photo with the second bell in the series of 
three. This bell is known as the Newfie – Derry Convoy Bell and is on permanent display in the 
Tower Museum. 
 
After the reception, all our guests made their way to the City Hotel for the Battle of the Atlantic 

Commemoration Dinner. The No 12 Area Standard and four 
Branch Standards were piped in and received by Cdr Peter 
Campbell LVO OBE DL RN, National Life Vice President 
RNA and President of No 12 Area Ireland RNA. He was 
assisted by other Area and Branch Officers. The 
Newfoundland Escort Force Bell was on display, much to 
the delight of our guests. After a short welcome speech by 
Londonderry Branch and No 12 Area Chairman, S/m Robert 
Buchanan, grace was said by the Branch Hon Chaplin, Rev 
D McBeth BEM BTh and the serious business of enjoying 
dinner began.  
  

On completion of the dinner, Cdr Campbell read a letter from Her Majesty The Queen, conveying 
warm thanks to the Londonderry Branch of the Royal Naval Association for our loyal greetings 
which we sent on the occasion of our annual Battle of the Atlantic Dinner and she sent her best 
wishes to all for a memorable and enjoyable event. Cdr Campbell then proposed the Loyal Toast 
to our Patron. He then carried on with an interesting speech on the Battle of the Atlantic and 
proposed the second toast in memory of all those who served during the BoA. Rear Admiral John 
Weale OBE gave an informative and interesting speech and was extremely encouraging to the 
Londonderry Branch, in their quest to keep the BoA 
Commemorations to the fore. 
 
Jim Reddy Lt Cdr RCN (Rtd), CO of Canada’s Naval 
Memorial Ship, HMCS Sackville presented our Branch 
Treasurer S/m Eddie Lavery with a generous donation to the 
Bell Project. It made our 88 year old shipmate Eddie very 
happy indeed! Dancing commenced until late. 
 
 

 

 

Sunday 20th May 2018 
  
The parade mustered at 10.15 with everyone bright eyed and 
bushy tailed! They marched a short distance to St Columb’s 
Cathedral for the BoA Commemorative Service. There were 
eleven Standards on parade. The Dean of Derry, the Very 
Reverend Raymond Stewart, welcomed the VIP’s and the 
veterans and there followed a very fitting service, with the 
highlight being the Dedication of the Newfoundland Escort Bell. 
 

 

 

 

 



After the service the Parade formed up and marched 
to the city’s War Memorial where the Lord Lt laid a 
wreath followed by the Deputy Mayor, Rear Adm 
Weale, Cdr Bursey RCN, Capt Rodgaard USN Rtd, J 
Shanaghan American Legion, Jim Reddy RCN Rtd 
CO of HMCS Sackville. Mrs L Nicholl Canadian 
Legion, S/m R Buchanan RNA, and S/m B Doherty 
MN. There was a squad from HMS Hibernia and a 
large contingent of Sea Cadets and Combined Cadet 
Force in attendance. 
The ceremony concluded with the National Anthem 
and the VIP party were lead to the Dias for the March 

Past. The salute was taken by the Lord Lt of the City of 
Londonderry, Dr Angela Garvey. The band and parade 
were thanked by S/m Buchanan and everyone retired to the 
RBL Waterside Branch for some well-earned lunch and 
refreshments. 
 
The Londonderry Branch of the Royal Naval Association 
would like to thank all those who took part in BoA 2018 and 
helped to make it a very memorable weekend. A special 
word of thanks must go to our international visitors and the 
Royal Navy for their ongoing support of our BoA 

Commemorations in Londonderry. The Newfoundland Escort Force Bell will be on display in the 
Tower Museum Londonderry until we take it to Newfoundland in early September where it will be 
presented to the City of St John’s and the People of Newfoundland, in recognition of their 
Veterans service and sacrifice during the longest battle of the Second World War. 
    
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 
 
 
S/m R Buchanan. 
Photos courtesy of S/m James McCurdy, Hon Sec Limavady Branch RNA. 

 
 

RNA Aldershot Branch 
 

Aldershot Branch are holding several events this year at the Aldershot Conservative Club, Little 
Wellington Street Aldershot GU11 1PE for which they would very much like to invite shipmates 
from other Branches to attend; 
The Death of the Tot  - Friday 27 July 2018  
 

• Doors Open 1900 – Cadet Band 2000- Ceremony 2030 – Bar until 2359  - Free Entry & 
Free TOT  

 
The 2018 Banyan Party   - Friday 31 August 2018 
 

• BBQ, Entertainment and a free TOT – Bring your loudest shirt, shorts and Flip Flops  
Tickets £6  

• Top of the Bill is the Unashamedly brilliant Shep Woolley (Still sounds good for 80!) 
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Flight Deck – Horse Racing Night  - Friday 23 November 2018 
 

• Doors Open 1900   First Race 2030     -  Free Entry &Free TOT, Disoc and Bar open until 
2359 

 
For further details of any of the above events please contact Eddie Toyne 07986 691060 or  
Mick Mills on 07956 078671 
 
 

Bulwark, Albion and Centaur Association Reunion – May 2018 
 

During the HMS Bulwark Albion & Centaur 
Association 2108 Annual Reunion held at the 
Duke of Cornwall Hotel Plymouth in May our 
AGM was held onboard HMS Bulwark.  
We were made very welcome by members of the 
ships company and tours of the ship followed the 
meeting. Although the ship is in care and 
maintenance her overall condition was very good 
and work is proceeding in upgrading the 
equipment.   Our Vice President Commodore 
Jerry Stanford now retired was particularly keen 
to see "his" ship again as he was her first Captain 
in 2004. 
 
In 2019 we are returning to the Royal Beach Hotel in Southsea May 10-13 by popular demand of 
our members." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CROSSED THE BAR – Celebrating a life well lived 
 

Bill Harrison  

Francis Albert Hughes 

Len Baynes 

Harry Eddy 

 

Bill Harrison – Rayleigh Branch   

 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of S/M 
Bill Harrison on 26 March. Bill had been a member of Rayleigh 
Branch since 1996 and was a regular at our meetings until 
about four years ago, when he was diagnosed with dementia.  

Born in 1925, Bill joined the Royal Navy in 1940 at the age of 
15, where he served until 1954 (raising to the rank of Petty 
Officer). Bill saw active service in many theatres during WW2, 
including the Arctic. 

Bill’s decorations included the Atlantic, France & Germany, 
Africa, Italy,1939-45 and Arctic Stars. Bill is to be buried at 
Great Burstead Church, Billericay on 1 May 2018.  

Fair winds and calm seas Bill, stand down. Your watch is 
done! 

 

Francis (Frank) Albert Hughes – Darlington Branch 

 

Frank was born on 26th June 1925 in Skegness. He crossed the 
bar on the 6th May 2018 in Darlington Memorial Hospital. He 
joined the Royal Navy in 1943 and after training in HMS Royal 
Arthur and HMS Ganges, he saw active service in HMS 
Waveney. 
It was as a signaller in ‘Waveney’ that he served offshore during 
the D-Day landings, transporting Canadian troops onto ‘Juno 
Beach’. He later served on the island of Malta. In recent years 
his experience at Normandy resulted in him being awarded the 
‘Legion D’Honneur’ by the French Government, the presentation 
being carried out by the then Mayor of Darlington. 
 
At the end of WW2 Frank was employed in a number of 
occupations including service as a fire officer in Lincolnshire, an 
ambulance officer and as a full-time minister as a Captain with 
the Salvation Army in various centres across the UK. He 

eventually left the ‘ministry’ due to family health reasons and he established a number of 
successful businesses in the North East of England. 
 
However, a breakdown in his marriage resulted in him finally working with the water services 
industry and then retiring with his partner in Darlington. 
 
Frank was extremely proud of his family especially his eldest daughter, Gillian, who became a 
successful Headteacher in Sunderland and his son-in-law who was a long serving police officer. 

 

 



He was grandfather to 3 grandsons and great grandfather to 5 great grandchildren. 
In his later years Frank became a valued member of the Royal British Legion in Darlington and 
was a regular attender at commemorative events in the area.  Shortly before his death and 
despite recovering from treatment for lung cancer, Frank bravely travelled back to his home town 
of Skegness where he met local civic dignitaries and senior fire officers before placing a wreath 
on the town cenotaph in memory of his brother Jack who in 1944 was tragically killed in Italy 
whilst on air operations with the RAF. 
 
On his return home, Frank’s health suddenly deteriorated, and he died peacefully in hospital 
surrounded by family members. His funeral service was carried out in Darlington Salvation Army 
Citadel and was attended by numerous friends and family. A contingent from the Royal Navy was 
in attendance and provided the eulogy during the service. A Royal Marine bugler attended the 
crematorium to play ‘Last Post and Reveille’.  Local RBL members provided a guard of honour 
and standards were proudly displayed in his honour. 
 
Frank had become a well-known and respected member of Darlington community and could be 
seen often on his mobility scooter around the town centre.  He will be greatly missed. 
 

Len Baynes - March Branch 

 

It is my sad duty to inform you that Shipmate Len Baynes crossed 
the Bar on the 18th May 2018 aged 81. 
 
Len joined the RN in 1953 at the age of 16 and served till 
1962.   He joined March Branch in 2010 and served as the 
Welfare Officer for the Chatteris area from 2014 until his own 
illness forced him to step down in 2017.    Len had also been a 
member of RNA Newport, Shropshire.   He was always a very 
cheerful member and happily contributed to the March 
branch 'Sods Operas'. 
 
He will be sadly missed by all his many friends and Shipmates. 
 

Harry Eddy -  St Neots Branch  

 

It is with great regret that the St Neots branch have to report that S/M Harry Eddy, aged 94, 
crossed the bar in May. 

Harry was a D Day veteran acting as a Wireman in Mark 4 Tank Landing 
Craft, a very under reported arm of the R.N.  One of his duties was to man 
the winch which controlled the anchor cable, before and after the cargo of 
tanks had been unloaded. They had several hair-raising incidents at Sword 
Beach and one was when the craft next to them was hit and was set 
ablaze. While under fire, Harry and his crew fed a hawser to the other craft 
which winched both craft off together. They extinguished the blaze, towed 
the other craft back to Portsmouth and for this the crew were mentioned in 
dispatches.  

 

 



Since 2014 the French Government announced that it would award France’s highest military 
honour-the Legion d’Honneur, to all surviving allied 
servicemen who had participated in the liberation of France. 
Harry received his at Bedford on the 3rd May 2016 and 
according to his son Mark he was -“Chuffed to bits!”.  It is a 
measure of the man that he stated that he never regretted 
the experiences but sincerely regretted that this episode in 
his life had been necessary in the first place.  

Before joining the Royal Navy, Harry joined the Civil 
Defence organisation at the age of 16, where he gained 
survival instincts which stood him in good stead during his 
service career. Harry was an active member of the St Neots 
RNA, right up to the last months of his life and he always 
retained his naval sense of humour. 

He will be greatly missed by fellow ship mates who send 
their sincere condolences to his family and friends.  

  

 



RNA Members Benefits 

 

UK Holiday Group /CONA Holiday Service  

• Variety of special deals for both Groups and Individuals. 1% of turnover thorough CONA 

Holiday Service is returned to the RNA. http://www.royal-naval-

association.co.uk/news/323/members-holidays-service 

  

Coleman/Ansvar Insurance  

• Discounted Branch and House hold Insurance  - 01323 744149 

http://bit.ly/RNACona  

 

Funeral Service  

• Significant discount form Co-op Funeral Service – contact Central Office. 

 

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 

 

• RNA member entry just £10 plus four guest at £10 each provides access to the all 

attractions including the Submarine Museum, RM Museum and Explosion!.   

 

Legal Services 

Free 30 minute legal advice with Coffin Mew. 

armedforces@coffinmew.co.uk  0800 827168 

 

 

     Breakdown Service     

 

• RAC Breakdown and recovery service 

asec@arno.org.uk or 0207 4025231 

 

 

 

Organisers of Reunions should be aware the CONA 

Travel will match or better any other ‘like for like’ 

Reunion/Group Trips bookings so why not give them an 

opportunity to impress you.  0844 264 2122 

conatravelservices@justforgroups.co.uk  

         

 

•      Discounts on a large range of new Cars  www.motorfinity.uk/rna  

http://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/news/323/members-holidays-service
http://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/news/323/members-holidays-service
http://bit.ly/RNACona
mailto:armedforces@coffinmew.co.uk
mailto:asec@arno.org.uk
mailto:conatravelservices@justforgroups.co.uk
http://www.motorfinity.uk/rna


Shortcast 

 

Note from the CONA (Conference of Naval Associations) Secretary -  

 

I would be very grateful if organisers of reunions would oblige me by obtaining a quote 
from the CONA Travel Service, who will not be beaten on like for like price.  CONA Travel 
Service donate 1% of their CONA business back into the Conference totalling to date 
£2,400 which provides funds to assist members Associations.  Oh and by the way their 
service is first class as well.   
 
Algerines  Reunion 3-10 September 2018 

The Algerines Summer Reunion is arranged at Mill Rythe Holiday Village, Hayling Island from 
Monday 3rd to Monday10th September for an amazing £235. Tasty and varied food menus each 
day, excellent Entertainment from the new team and a chance to meet up with familiar faces.  

For those interested in a weekend break from Friday 7th to Monday 10th September, the price is 
£123. Please call George Patience, Reunion Organiser on 01456 450659 to book or get more 
detail. 

AN EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED 

 
Lascaris Malta Association – September 2018 

Lascaris Malta Association visited SS. Great Britain 
during their annual reunion visit to Bristol in 
September. If you would like more details of this 
association contact Pat Middleton at 
patriciamiddleton@hotmail.com 

Semaphore Circular is extremely grateful to Mike 
Crowe of RN Shipmates who has forwarded the RN Shipmates ‘Reunions’ section from their 
website  http://www.rnshipmates.co.uk/reunions.php where you will find specific contact details. 

ASWI Association – 29 September 2018 

ASWI will be holding dinner on Saturday 29 September 2018 at the Royal Beach Hotel in 
Southsea PO4 0QJ.  Accommodation is at a special rate. Please contact the hotel direct for your 
room booking.  The dress code is;   Gents: Black Tie, Mess undress, NO1's (Medals as 
appropriate)  Ladies: Long ball gown or a knee length dress 

Weekend package, Friday & Saturday 
bed & breakfast 

£160.00 per twin/double room (two 
sharing) 

Saturday only bed & breakfast £90.00 per twin/double room 

Saturday only bed & breakfast £70.00 per single room 

Gala Dinner  £40.pp Inc. Wine and Port 

 

Programme / Time table 
Friday evening 

 

mailto:patriciamiddleton@hotmail.com
http://www.rnshipmates.co.uk/reunions.php


Arrival as required 
Informal evening meal 
Lantern swinging in the bar 

Saturday 

Day at leisure  

AGM 
1845 Reception Members and guests arrive 
1920 Hands to Dinner. 
2130 Raffle. 
2359 Finex 
For full menu and booking form please see ASWI website. Payment to be made to the 
association treasurer. 

Royal Naval Writers Association – 12 October 2018 

131st Reunion Dinner will be held at The Royal Beach Hotel Southsea on 
Friday 12th October 2018; see www.rnwa.co.uk. All serving and ex-serving 
‘Scribes’ (member of the RNWA or not) together with ‘oppos & guests’ 
welcome.  For further information or details contact the RNWA Secretary, 
Les Heyhoe, email: les@heyhoe.com / Mob: 07950 934888 or 023 9235 
7181  
 

GOH for 2017 was 1SL – 2018 GOH TBA.  
 

Type 21 Club Reunion – 12/13 October 2018 

The Type 21 Club reunion will be held over the weekend 12/13 October 2018.  Friday night meet 
and greet -  Saturday at the Royal British Legion Crownhill PL6 5DH.  Cost £22 subject to final 
confirmation. 
 
Full Details will be confirmed in due course or on the web site at www.type21club.org or  
Contact Paul Gower PRO Type 21 Club, email type21clubpro@gmail.com  

Survey Ships Association – 26-29 October 2018 

The Survey Ships Association will be holding its twenty-fourth reunion at the Holiday Inn, Hull 
Marina on the w/e of 26th to 29th October.  For information on membership and reunion please 
send a SAE to: The Secretary SSA, 17 Eliza Mackenzie Court, Lindisfarne Close, Cosham, 
Portsmouth, PO6 2SB, e-mail: secretary@surveyships.org.uk, or telephone 023 9232 4795. 
 
HMS Mohawk Association – 2 November 2018  
 
HMS Mohawk Association will be holding a reunion in Plymouth on the weekend 
of 2nd November. Please contact IOW tours for information. We would also welcome anyone 
who served on any Tribal Class Frigate. 
 
HMS Relentless Association – 2-5 November 2018 
 
The annual Reunion of the HMS Relentless Association will take place over the weekend of 
Friday 2nd – Monday 5th November 2018 at the Aztec & Spa, Bristol.  All ex-Rusty Rs welcome. 
To book, or for further information, please contact IOW Tours (info@iowtours.com - Tel: 01983 

 

http://www.rnwa.co.uk/
mailto:les@heyhoe.com
http://www.type21club.org/
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405 116).  Alternatively, contact the Association Secretary (Secretary@hmsrelentless.co.uk - Tel 
02392 599 640). 
 
 

July 14th 

H.M.S. Daring 
Association (Fifth & 
Final Commission) 

hmsdaring_d05@yahoo.co.uk The Bell Hose Hotel 
Chippenham 

August 
17th WRNS 1966 

barbaracotton46@btinternet.com  RMC 
Portsmouth 

August 
31st - Sept 
3rd 

H.M.S. Diana 
Association 

kendavies131@yahoo.co.uk Grantham 

September 
8th 

The Fisgard 
Association 

https://www.thefisgardassociation.org/ Royal Beach 
Southsea 

September 
15th 

HMS Ark Royal 
Association 

https://www.hmsarkroyalassociation.org/ Still and West 
Old Portsmouth 

September 
21st - 23rd 

H.M.S. Protector 
Association 

Dougatspindrift@aol.com  Hadleigh Hotel 
Eastbourne 

Sept, 21st 
- 24th 

H.M.S. Ulster 
Association 

ulster@candoo.com  Hallmark Midlands Hotel 
Derby  

September 
21st RNCCA 

honsec@rncca.com Rob Roy Hotel 
Aberfoyle 

September 
21st 

H.M.S. Tiger 
association 

turbine52@gmail.com Tillington Hall Hotel 
Staffs 

Sept 28th - 
Oct 1st 

R.N.E.W.E.B. 
Association 

enquiries@iowtours.com  Hallmark Hotel 
Preston 

Sept 28th / 
29th  

H.M.S Caprice 1968 
Association World 
Cruise 

gl@hmscaprice1968.org.uk RMC 
Portsmouth 

September 
29th 

Royal Navy 
Stewards Past and 
Present 

shugstero1@yahoo.co.uk Plymouth 

September 
29th 

BRNC Dartmouth 
September 1978 
Entry 

brncclassof78@gmail.com BRNC 
Dartmouth 

October 
5th 

H.M.S. Lowestoft 
Association 

ian@hmslowestoft.co.uk Royal Beach Hotel 
Southsea 

October 
5th 

H.M.S. Troubridge 
Final Commission  

Romft1@gmail.com  Royal Beach Hotel 
Southsea 

October 
6th 

Royal Naval Patrol 
Service Association 

hq@rnpsa.co.uk Lowestoft 

October 
8th 

Bay Class Frigates 
Association 

Doug Turk Royal Beach Hotel 
Southsea 

October 
12th - 15th 

Royal Naval Writers' 
Association (RNWA) 

les@heyhoe.com Royal Beach Hotel 
Southsea 

October 
12th - 15th 

Royal Navy 
Photographers 
Association 

http://www.rnpa.org.uk/ Plymouth 

October 
13th 

Type 21 Club 
Association 

davidwoollard813@btinternet.com  Crownhill RBL 
Plymouth 

October 
14th 

H.M.S. Neptune 
Association 

www.hmsneptune.com  National Arboretum 
Alrewas 

October 
20th H.M.S Nubian 

robertholland54@btinternet.com Caledonian Hotel  
Rosyth 

October 
26th - 29th 

HMS Eagle / HMS 
Yarmouth / HMS 
Undaunted but open 
to all 

alan666@blueyonder.co.uk Tillington Hall Hotel 
Staffs 

November 
9th 

H.M.S. Intrepid 
Association 

andywalmsley_uk@yahoo.co.uk Liverpool 

October or 
November 

H.M.S. Endurance 
Association First 

jansbolt@btinternet.com  TBA 

mailto:Secretary@hmsrelentless.co.uk
mailto:barbaracotton46@btinternet.com
mailto:Dougatspindrift@aol.com
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Commission 1968 - 
69 

2019      

April 26th - 
28th 

Royal Navy Safety 
Equipment & 
Survival Association 

gordon.parkes7@btinternet.com Aztec Hotel  
Bristol 

Sept. 7th -
10th 2019 

847 NAS H.M.S. 
Simbang 69 -71 cliff.jones1948@gmail.com  

Aztec Hotel 
Bristol 

December 
2019.  

H.M.S. Ajax & River 
Plate Veterans malcolm.collis@gmail.com  

Trip to South America 

 
 

Swinging the Lamp – July  2018      
    
 
 
 

Date  Year  Entry 

1st 1712 Royal Naval Hospital opened at Port Mahon, Minorca. First designed as 
such. 

2nd 1667 The Dutch landed at Felixstowe. The Duke of York and Albany’s Maritime 
Regiment of Foot repulsed an attack on Landguard Fort. Ships: Castle, 
Virgin. 

3rd 1919 Minesweeper Fandango mined in Dvina River, northern Russia 

4th 1780 Prudente and Licorne captured the French Capricieuse in the Bay of Biscay 

5th 1872 Gunnery trials between armoured turret ship Hotspur and turret ship Glatton, 
each as useless as the other. 
 

6th 1923 AM (Albert Medal): PO H.E. Wild and ex-PO E.E.M. Joyce for services on 
Shackleton’s  Trans-Antarctic Expedition, in addition to Polar Medals. 

7th 1809 Boats of Implacable, Bellerophon and Melpomene  cut out seven Russian 
gunboats and twelve merchantmen under Percola Point, Hango Head, Baltic.  

8th 1854 Boats of wood paddle frigate Firebrand and wood  paddle sloop Vesuvius 
destroyed the defences and part of the town of Sulina, Black Sea 

9th 1917 Battleship Vanguard, 4th BS, Grand Fleet, destroyed by magazine explosion 
at 2320 while at anchor in Scapa Flow; 804 men lost 

10th 1940 813 and 824 Naval Air Squadrons from Eagle sank the Italian destroyer 
Leone Pancaldo, for the first time, in Augusta harbour 

11th  1824 Defeat of the Ashantis at Cape Coast Castle. Ships : Thetis, Swinger, Victor. 
Troops : 2nd West India Regiment 

12th 1776 Capt James Cook sailed from Plymouth in Resolution on his third and last 
voyage of exploration to the Pacific. Discovery sailed on 1 August 

13th 1860 Pte John Dalliger, RMLI, hanged at the yardarm of wood screw gunboat 
Leven in Talienwan Bay, China for attempted murder of his captain. Last 
hanging at the yardarm. Second China War 

14th 1830 Capt Josiah Nisbet, stepson of Horatio Nelson,  died. Buried at Littleham, 
Devon 

15th 1913 Rear-Admiral Mark Kerr, seconded as C-in-C Royal Hellenic Navy 1913–15, 
qualified as a pilot while on leave, the first Flag Officer to 

mailto:cliff.jones1948@gmail.com
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do so (Aviator’s Certificate 842 dated 16 July 1914). He later became Deputy 
Chief of Air  Staff as a major-general RAF 

16th 1918 Anchusa, sloop, torpedoed off north coast of Ireland and sank in two 
minutes. The first of thirty-three of her class, of which seven were lost 

17th 1893 Court martial at Malta exonerated Rear- Admiral Hastings Markham and 
Capts Bourne and Johnstone after collision of battleships Victoria and 
Camperdown 

18th 1833 HRH Princess Victoria, in Portsmouth with her mother, HRH The  Duchchess 
of Kent, for the  launching of the brig Racer, went on to visit her first warship, 
HMS Victory. ‘All the ladies partook of the beef and potatoes, served on 
wooden platters, and drank of the grog’ – The Times 

19th 1588 Golden Hind sighted the Spanish Armada off Lizard Head and reported the 
intelligence to Plymouth where Drake reputedly finished his game of bowls. 

20th 1940 Six Swordfish of 824 NAS (Eagle) sank the Italian destroyers Nembo and 
Ostro in Tobruk Roads, disappointed at not f inding the Giovanni Delle 
Bande Nere 

21st 1745 The repulse of Lion (60) by the French Elizabeth (64) secured the arrival of 
Charles Stuart, the Young Pretender, in Scotland. 

22nd 1672 Cambridge and Bristol fought a Dutch East India fleet of seventeen sail 30 
miles W. of Heligoland 

23rd 1938 Heavy cruiser Shropshire rescued survivors from the Danish steamship Bodil 
bombed and sunk by aircraft (probably German) off Minorca during the 
Spanish Civil War 

24th 1943 Wellington Q/172 sank the supply U-boat U-459 in W. Approaches (45.53N, 
10.38W) but crashed. All concerned rescued by the Navy 

25th 1958 With the Board’s consent the RNVR Air Association to be renamed the Fleet 
Air Arm Officers’ Association. AFO 1567/58 

26th 1953 Aircraft maintenance carrier Unicorn liberated SS Inchkilda, which had been 
taken by three Chinese pirate gunboats and which she surprised off Ockseu 
Roads. 

27th 1973 Fleet Laundry Training Unit at Drake closed due to lack of use following the 
employment of Chinese laundrymen in home waters. 
DCI(RN)T.238/73. 

 28th 1963 Frigate Leopard seriously damaged in collision with South African 
minesweeper Pietermaritzburg during Exercise Capex off Cape Point near 
Simon’s Town 

29th 1954 A RN Sea Hawk FB3 aircraft, piloted by Lt J.R.F. Overbury from Boscombe 
Down, flying from London to Amsterdam, established a new air speed record 
for the 223.98 miles of 23 minutes, 39.7 seconds at an average speed of 568 
mph. 

30th 1957 The AA frigate Jaguar, having been named by HRH Princess Alexandra of 
Kent at Denny's of Dumbarton, failed to move down the slipway. The ship got 
underway ten minutes later, helped by a push from the Princess 

31st 1985 RNSTS Deptford finally closed, having ceased to be an operational depot on 
28 June 1985. DCI(RN) 289/85. 

 
 

 

 



NOMINATION FORM 
ELECTION OF MEMBERS AND DEPUTY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL (Revised 

RNA Bye-Law 7) 
 
For the attention of All Branch Secretaries in Areas 1,  4 and 5  
 
It has become necessary to elect a new DNCM to serve out the remaining tenure of DNCM in 
Areas 1, 4 and 5. Each Branch may nominate one full or life member from any Branch within its 
own Area, for election as the Deputy National Council Member subject to the approval of the 
Branch to which both persons belong. (See Note Below) 
 
Name of Nominee   for  DNCM  ................................................. Area  ……………. 
 
Proposed by Branch   ................................................................................................. 
  
Address of Nominee   ................................................................................................. 
............................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................... 
Brief history of nominee in the Association.  Continue on separate sheet if necessary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman ......................  (signed)  ...........................................(dated) 

Secretary.......................  (signed)  ...........................................(dated) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
If the Candidate by the proposing Branch is not a member of that Branch, this section is to be 
completed by the Chairman and Secretary of the Candidate's own Branch. 
 
Candidate's Own Branch ............................................................................... 
 
We certify the acceptance of the nomination by the Candidate’s Branch. 

Signature of Chairman (Candidate's Branch) ............................................................................. 

 
Signature of Secretary (Candidate's Branch) .............................................................................. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Candidate  
I accept the nomination and promise to attend as many National Council Meetings as is 
possible and to sit on any Committees to which I may be elected. 
 
  
Signature of Candidate         Dated 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Nomination Forms the envelope containing this completed form should be marked NOMINATIONS 
FOR NATIONAL COUNCIL and must reach RNA HQ no later than 3 Sep 2018 Only one nomination 
is needed for a candidate to be included in the ballot 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a chance to grab your very own RNA Edition Uckers Set. Ideal for use at home, when 
travelling or for entertainment on a Branch Night! – Game instructions supplied! 

The (Central Office approved) game-board is printed in full colour with the Royal Naval 
Association’ logo. The 40x40cm (16"x16") board is manufactured from 170gsm card and 
encapsulated (laminated) in polyester to help prevent creasing, fading, water damage, 
staining, marking by greasy fingerprints and (heaven forbid) spilt rum! Ideal for mounting on a 
baseboard or in a glass-less picture frame (not supplied). 

Standard Set: supplied with 23mm ABS (plastic) counters and 16mm dice. 

Deluxe Set: supplied with 25mm Hardwood (Pusser's broom handle) counters and GIANT 
22mm dice. 

All sets are delivered in a robust cardboard tube, enabling you to safely throw into your kitbag 
and carry with you around the world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To order your RNA Uckers Set (or upgrade kit) contact S/M Gary Daisley at 10 Arundel Road, 
Benfleet, Essex  SS7 4EF - RNArayleigh@outlook.com - or call 01268 555570 (eves) or 
07847 288913. – All profits to Branch funds. 

RNA EDITION 

UCKERS SET 

STANDARD SET: £20 plus £3.95 P&P 

DELUXE SET:  £30 plus £3.95 P&P 

UPGRADE KITS: (counters & dice only)  

Standard:  £5.50 plus £1 P&P 
Deluxe:  £12 plus £1 P&P  

mailto:RNArayleigh@outlook.com
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